Jesus, The Friend of Sinners
based on Mark 2:1-17

Memory Verse: “Who can forgive sins but God only?” Mark 2:7

Lesson Theme:  Forgiveness of Sins

Opening: A man doesn’t care enough about God to really follow Him. As a result his family and he himself suffers, he becomes a paralytic.  His conscience bothers him because of his sins.
Has your conscience ever bothered you?  Example - Done something wrong behind mother’s back?

Wife Suggests Solutions
	- Visits Pharisees looking for advice, comfort, help, encouragement, feels worse than before.
    - Visits Doctor, pronounces him incurable.
    - Returns home gets so sick can’t get out of bed.

Godly Friends Visit
	- They had witnessed the power and kindness of Jesus, and believe He could help.
    - As he hears the testimonies, faith springs up in his heart. 
	- Asks friends to take him to Jesus.

Jesus is teaching
	- All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God
    - What do we need since we have sinned? (answer to be forgiven) 
    - Have children look up and read 1 John 1:9
    - Fill in the blanks “confess our sins” and “cleanse us” see video for example

(If doing the Bible Lesson activity, ask children, “Can you think of any sin that you would like forgiven, something that you need to confess to Jesus? Keep it in your mind, we are going to give them to Jesus in a little while.”)

The Sick Man Meets Jesus
    - Friends try to take him to Jesus, but crowds block the way.
    - Sick man is determined, “Jesus is my only hope, drop me through the roof.”
    - Jesus tells him, “Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.”    
    - Pharisees are angry because Jesus is acting like He is God, and they don’t think that He is.
	- Jesus says is it easier to say thy sins be forgiven or take up thy bed and walk. Jesus healed the man and gave them further evidence that He was God and it was ok for Him to forgive the man’s sins.
    - The man was so happy! His bed felt as light as a feather. What does the Bible say God will do when we confess our sins to Him? Look up Micah 7:19 for the answer
    - Fill in the blanks “Cast into the Sea”
    - Man happily returns to his home to tell what Jesus has done for him.

Special Bible Lesson Activity
      - I’m going to give you a paper and pencil and you can write down a sin or sins that you  
       want to give to Jesus. A teacher will help you write if you cannot write.
       - Now put a rubber band around the paper and attach it to the Rock. 
       (In the Bible Jesus is called the rock of our salvation)
       - We need to attach our sins to the Rock to make them sink into the sea.
       - Have children place rocks in fish bowl filled with water.
       - Explain confession, forgiveness, and symbols during the activity, have assistants help 
        the children where needed.

       (Watch “Lesson Activity” video at http://www.ChildrensMinistryPlace.com for an 
        example.)

Appeal
	Do you want Jesus to forgive your sins?  Do you want your sins cast into the bottom of the sea?  Do you want to live a new life through His power?  I do, lets pray. 
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