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YC50 – Paul’s Last Days

Memory Verse:
Ecclesiastes 12:14 – “For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.”
 
●  Click 1
For two years Paul was a prisoner in a rented house in Rome. The captain of the guard made sure that he was treated kindly. Many people came to see Paul while he was in Rome. This made his enemies angry. 

●  Click 2
Finally, it was time for Paul to be taken before Nero, the Caesar, for trial. Nero was a very wicked man and hated the Christians. Paul’s enemies did their best to make Paul look really bad, but they could not prove anything. Then Nero let Paul speak. Even though Nero hated the Christians and was about the most wicked person alive, he knew that Paul was innocent. 

●  Click 3
He told the guards to take off Paul’s chains and let him go free.   

●  Click 4
Paul quickly left Rome and went to visit some of the churches that he had started. 

●  Click 5
I’m sure he visited the church in Antioch. How happy the people were to see Paul again. 

●  Click 6
Paul went from one place to the next to see the Christians and encourage them.


●  Click 7
Perhaps he visited the church in Philippi.  

●  Click 8
Paul visited those dear Christians in Ephesus who had burned their magic books when they realized they had been serving Satan. Paul was glad to be with the other Christians again. While Paul was traveling around to the different churches, something terrible happened in Rome. 

●  Click 9
While Paul was visiting the churches, a huge fire broke out in Rome. 

●  Click 10
When Nero was blamed for starting the fire, he lied and said that the Christians had done it. 

●  Click 11
Then many of the Christians were put to death, men, women and children.

 ●  Click 12
Paul’s enemies wanted to find a way to stop him from preaching about Jesus and they thought up a plan to blame him for starting the fire in Rome. Not one of them believed it but they were determined to stop Paul. 

●  Click 13
So poor faithful Paul was arrested again and taken by the soldiers. He left Timothy in Ephesus to carry on the work with the Christians there.

●  Click 14
Paul was taken back to Rome again as a prisoner. Still, Dr. Luke was with him. 


●  Click 15
This time Paul does not get to stay in a rented house, he is taken to a dungeon. But at least faithful Dr. Luke stays with him. Paul was faced with great trouble. He was being falsely accused for a very serious crime. When you are faced with troubles and great trials, what should you do? What did Paul Do? He trusted in the Lord.  “Trust ye in the Lord for ever: for in the Lord JEHOVAH is everlasting strength.” (Isaiah 26:4)

●  Click 16
One faithful Christian, Onesiphorus, visited Paul often and did what he could to help.  II Tim. 1:16-17

●  Click 17
Paul was taken before the very wicked Caesar, Nero again, only this time they were in a large hall and there were many people at his trial. Everyone there could see the cruel and hardened face of Nero and the kind, gentle and peaceful face of Paul. Paul was not afraid because he knew that God’s angels were with him. 
When Paul was given the opportunity to talk, he had no one to speak in his defense but everyone listened intently to his words to see what he would say. They knew that he was innocent and could not have done the terrible things he was accused of doing.

●  Click 18
Boldly Paul told them how the prophets spoke of Jesus as the true Messiah.

●  Click 19
He explained that Jesus was the true lamb that was slain so that we could have eternal life.

●  Click 20
He told them that Jesus did not stay in the grave but rose on the third day.

●  Click 21
And that he was in heaven pleading for them.
●  Click 22
He told them of the judgment to come when every case would be decided according to their deeds. 

●  Click 23
Nero was horror stricken when he thought of all the wicked things he had done.

●  Click 24
Paul told Nero and the people that if they would accept Jesus into their hearts, then when Jesus returned with all the holy angels, they would go to heaven with Him. Many people became Christians that day.

●  Click 25
Satan, who had been watching the whole scene, was forced to leave.

●  Click 26
For a fleeting moment, Nero thought about his own life and how wicked he was. God was giving him a wonderful opportunity to repent and be forgiven, but then, sadly, he rejected the holy spirit, and ordered Paul to go back to prison.

●  Click 27
Paul was put back in the dungeon. Paul knew that he was going to die, but before he died, he thought about his past. 

●  Click 28
He thought of the day Jesus met him on the way to Damascus. It was at that time that he gave his heart to Jesus and his whole life changed.

●  Click 29
He became a great missionary, going from place to place telling everyone he met about Jesus.


●  Click 30
He thought about all the letters he had written to the different churches.

●  Click 31
Then he thought about his beloved Timothy. How he missed him.

●  Click 32
He wanted Timothy to come to Rome to see him but was not sure that he would get there in time before he was put to death so he wrote him a letter and told him many things.

●  Click 33
He told timothy that Working for Jesus is like fighting in a war. This war is between Jesus and Satan.    

●  Click 34
Paul knew that Jesus had helped him to win the battle. He said, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.” Because he had won the battle, Paul knew something.  II Timothy 4:7

●  Click 35
Paul knew that because he had been faithful he would receive something. QUESTION;  If faithful, what gift will we receive with Paul?  He said, “Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love His appearing.”  II Timothy 4:8; Revelation 2:10 (a crown of life)

●  Click 36
Because of Paul’s last testimony before Nero, some of the people in Nero’s palace believed in Jesus. This made Nero even angrier.

●  Click 37
So Nero ordered Paul to be executed.


●  Click 38
Even Nero’s soldiers that came to get Paul and have him executed, knew that this man could not have done the things he was accused of doing.

●  Click 39
Paul was glad to suffer for Jesus because He had died for Paul. Jesus died for you and me, too.

●  Click 40
When Paul was executed, his enemies thought to stop from telling other about Jesus, but the many letters that he had written were read and are being read through all the world, even today. 

●  Click 41
Paul died serving Jesus, but one day soon, when Jesus comes in the clouds of heaven, and the saints who have died are raised to life everlasting, Paul will be among them. Do you want to be ready when Jesus comes?   I Thessalonians 4:16

●  Click 42
Then all the redeemed from the whole earth will be taken up, up, up into the clouds with Jesus to go to heaven to live with Him forever and ever. Amen  II Thessalonians 4:17 

●  Click 43
Do you want to go to heaven with Jesus? Do you want to see Paul and talk to him? When we are in heaven, Paul will meet all those who have learned to love Jesus and obey His commandments because of his example and letters to the different churches. May our lives be such an example to others that we too will meet many people in heaven who are they because of our witness. 

●  Click 44
End of slide presentation.
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