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YC49 – A Runaway Slave Goes Home

Memory Verse:
Matthew 6:14 – “for if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.”
 
●  Click 1
After 3 months on the Isle of Melita, Paul and the others set sail for Rome. 

●  Click 2
Finally, the ship arrived at a port in Italy. It had been a very long and dangerous trip, but Paul, still a prisoner, would still have to travel on foot the 140 miles to Rome.  Acts 28:12

●  Click 3
There at a city near Rome, Paul was surprised to see Christians desiring to see him. They were surprised to see Paul chained but that just made them love him even more.  Acts 28:14

●  Click 4
The Christians wanted Paul to stay with them for a few days. 

●  Click 5
So Julius, the Centurion kept all the prisoners and soldiers there for 7 days just so Paul could be there with his friends.  Acts 28:14

Click 6
Paul and the rest begin their long 140 mile walk towards Rome.  Acts 28:14

●  Click 7
As they traveled, they came to a busy thoroughfare. There were plenty to make fun of the old grey haired man chained like the other prisoners, but there were some Christians who recognized Paul. They greeted him as though they had found a long-lost father. This gave Paul courage to go on.  Acts 28:15
●  Click 8
Paul had taught them about Jesus and he knew that Jesus was still with him .  Acts 28:15

●  Click 9
When they got to Rome, Julius delivered the prisoners to the captain of guard. He gave him the letter from Festus regarding Paul.  Acts 28:16

●  Click 10
The captain of the guard put the prisoners in prison.  Acts 28:16

●  Click 11
But Paul was allowed to stay in a rented house chained to a soldier, because of the kind words said about him in the letter from Festus.  Acts 28:16

 ●  Click 12
One of the first things Paul did was to call a meeting with the Jewish elders and told them why he was in Rome as a prisoner. They had not heard any bad report of Paul but wanted to know why the Christians were not liked. Paul tried to explain to them. Acts 28:17, 21, 22

●  Click 13
He told them that Moses and the prophets spoke of Jesus as the Messiah.  Acts 28:22

●  Click 14
He told them about God’s kingdom in heaven and that he was preparing a place for them, for all of us that love Him. Some believed Paul and some did not. 

●  Click 15
They began to argue with each other. That evening they left.  Acts 28:22


●  Click 16
For two years Paul lived in the rented house. Timothy and Dr. Luke were with Paul much of the time. Someone else that came to see Paul was Mark. Mark had learned to be a real missionary for Jesus. Everyone that came to see him, he told about Jesus. I wonder what that soldier thought who was always with Paul, when he talked about Jesus?  Acts 28:30

●  Click 17
One of the people that came to see Paul was a heathen slave named Onesimus.  

●  Click 18
Onesimus had stolen money from Philemon, his master and ran away. He had spent all of the money and now he was broke and hungry. After listening to Paul he felt sorry for what he had done. 

●  Click 19
Onesimus became like a son to Paul and knew now that what he had done was wrong and he’d been listening to Satan.

●  Click 20
He had learned the 10 commandments and wanted to love and obey Jesus instead of Satan.

●  Click 21
Paul knew Philemon and had taught him about Jesus and Philemon had become a Christian. Perhaps Paul had seen and even met Onesimus there. 

●  Click 22
Because Paul knew that Onesimus wanted to do what was right, he told him that he would have to go back to his master, Philemon and ask him to forgive him.  

●  Click 23
Paul fed Onesimus and helped him.

●  Click 24
Then he wrote a really nice letter to Philemon telling him that he was a prisoner and that Onesimus had become a Christian now and had helped him very much. He told Philemon that would be a good worker for him now. In fact, he wished that he could have Onesimus stay there with him and be his helper. Then Paul told him that he would repay all the money that Onesimus stole because Onesimus could not pay it back. Philemon 18–19

●  Click 25
Onesimus did not want to face his master but he knew it was the right thing to do so he left, taking the letter that Paul had written with him.  

●  Click 26
Onesimus began the journey back to Philemon.

●  Click 27
Onesimus gave the letter to Philemon. I wonder how Philemon responded to Paul’s letter. I’m sure he was deeply touched. Perhaps he did forgive Onesimus and welcomed him back home. Paul had said in his letter that he hoped to be able to come and visit him and that must have made Philemon very happy.  Philemon 22

●  Click 28
As Paul offered to pay Onesimus’ debt, Jesus offered the price for our sins because we could not pay it ourselves and so we do not have to die the eternal death.

●  Click 29
As Paul pled with Philemon to forgive Onesimus, so Jesus pleads in heaven for us, showing the Father His nail scarred hands.

●  Click 30
As Paul asked Philemon to take Onesimus back into his home, so Jesus wants to take us into His home that He has prepared for us.


●  Click 31
Do you want to pray and ask Jesus to forgive you and take you in as His child? Let’s pray.

●  Click 32

End of slide presentation.
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