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YC47 – Trouble in Jerusalem

Memory Verse:
II Corinthians 6:2 – “Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.”
 
●  Click 1
Paul and his friends traveled the 64 miles to Jerusalem. They would be in time to celebrate the Feast of Pentecost.  Acts 21:15

●  Click 2
When they got inside the city, the Christians there were very glad to see them.  Acts 21:17

●  Click 3
The next day they took Paul to see James, who was the step-brother of Jesus. James had become a true follower of Jesus and a good leader. All the elders were there.  Acts 21:18

●  Click 4
Then Paul gave the leaders the money that he had collected from the Gentiles to care for those in need there in Jerusalem. He told them how the Holy Spirit had blessed his work among the Gentiles.

●  Click 5
Paul went into the temple in Jerusalem and taught about Jesus.  Acts 21:26

Click 6
A week later, some men from Asia came and found Paul in the temple and recognized him. They cried out accusations against Paul and stirred the people up so much that everyone was ready to kill him. They had seen Paul with a Gentile man and assumed that he had taken the man into the temple. Although Paul did not do that, they accused him and the people believed it to be true.  Acts 21:27–28
●  Click 7
Then they grabbed Paul and thrust him outside of the temple and shut the doors.  Acts 21:30

●  Click 8
They took Paul into an area where they could beat him and kill him.

●  Click 9
They were causing such a stir that the chief captain of the Roman soldiers (Claudius Lysias) came out and stopped them from killing Paul. He had Paul bound with two chains and demanded who he was and what he had done. At first he thought that Paul was an Egyptian who was a trouble maker that he had heard of but Paul was not that man. The people were shouting one thing after another.  Acts 21:31–33   

●  Click 10
As they were about to take him into the strong building, Paul asked to talk to the people and the chief captain told him he could. As the crowd quieted down, Paul began to speak.  Acts 21:37, 40

●  Click 11
Paul told them how he too use to persecute the Christians and even consented to the stoning of Stephen.  Acts 22:19–20

 ●  Click 12
Then one day he met Jesus Himself on the road to Damascus, which changed his life.

●  Click 13
He told them how Jesus had commissioned him to teach the people about Him, including the Gentiles.

●  Click 14
When they heard Paul talk about the Gentiles they became angry again and would have taken him right then but the soldiers rushed Paul inside the castle, which is a strong building.  Acts 22:22
●  Click 15
The commanding officer took Paul inside to have him whipped. But before they could whip him, something happened.

●  Click 16
Paul said to them, “Is it lawful for you to scourge a man that is a Roman, and uncondemned?”

●  Click 17
The officer was afraid and told the chief captain what Paul said. They did not whip him.

●  Click 18
The soldiers put Paul in prison until the next day. Paul was not afraid because he knew that the angels were with him. 

●  Click 19
The chief captain took Paul before the council to be questioned. Paul started by telling them that he had done nothing wrong and Ananias told someone to slap Paul. Paul stood his ground. Acts 23:1–3

●  Click 20
Paul looked at the council and saw that there were Pharisees and Sadducees there. He knew that the Pharisees believed in a resurrection but the Sadducees did not, so Paul told them how Jesus had risen from the dead.  

●  Click 21
He told them that he was a Pharisee and the son of a Pharisee and “of the hope of the resurrection of the dead I am called in question”.  Acts 23:6

●  Click 22
This caused a division among them and some wanted to kill Paul and others did not. Again the chief captain had to get Paul out of there because he was afraid they might tear him apart.  Acts 23:7–10
●  Click 23
To keep Paul safe, they put him back in the prison. Paul was a little discouraged because he wondered if he had displeased God by coming back to Jerusalem. He wondered if his work was ended and he would never have another opportunity to help the churches that he had started. He wept and prayed.

●  Click 24
That night the Lord came to him and said, “Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome.”  Acts 23:11

●  Click 25
The following day, some men got together and made plans to kill Paul. They had agreed not to eat or drink until Paul was dead.  Acts 23:12–15

●  Click 26
But Paul’s nephew overheard them and decided he needed to help Paul.   Acts 23:16

●  Click 27
The young man went to Paul in the prison and told him all that he had heard. 

●  Click 28
Paul called one of the soldiers and told them to take this lad to see the chief captain, Claudias Lysias.

●  Click 29
Paul’s nephew told the captain what he had heard. The captain told the young man not to tell anyone what he had told him.  Acts 23:18–22

●  Click 30
During the night, hundreds of soldiers and horsemen took Paul by horseback safely out of the city.

●  Click 31
When they arrived in Caesarea, the commander gave Felix the governor the letter the chief captain had sent him concerning Paul. What did the letter say? The letter said that he, the chief captain, had rescued Paul, who was a Roman citizen from being killed by the Jews. When he had taken Paul to their council, he saw nothing in Paul worthy of death. He also told them how they had planned to lay in wait as Paul came back to the council so that they could kill him so he had him sent to Felix. After reading the letter, Felix decided to send for Paul’s accusers. 

●  Click 32
Paul was still a prisoner but was put in a safe place.

●  Click 33
A few days later, Paul’s accusers arrived in Caesarea and Paul also was summoned. Among the Jews that came were Ananias and a man named Tertullus, who was kind of like a lawyer who did the talking for these men. First the lawyer talked. He flattered Felix and said many things that were not true. Then he told the governor terrible things about Paul, saying he was a ring leader among those who stirred up trouble in Jerusalem and also profaned the temple.

●  Click 34
When he had finished, Felix allowed Paul to speak. When he finished speaking, Felix knew that Paul was telling the truth and those men were not, but he did not let Paul go free. He kept him as a prisoner but unbound and allowed his friends to whenever they wanted.  

●  Click 35
Now is the time to make your decision for Jesus. Jesus holds something in His hands. The angels also have something in their hands. They are books. Jesus and the angels are looking in those books. What are those books and what is written in them that they are looking at? These are record books in heaven.  



●  Click 36
Jesus and the angels are recording everything we do, everything we say and even our thoughts. Then God and the angels open the books and see what is written there. What will be written in your book? Will they see that you have been reading your Bible and other books and spending time with Jesus? Or will they see that you have chosen not to listen to the Bible? That you wanted to do your own thing? Have you ever done anything wrong? Yes, we all have. The Bible says so (Romans 3:23). So when Jesus looks at those books, He sees all those bad things that we have done. How will we ever get rid of them? What does God want us to do? He wants us to come to Him in prayer and ask Him to forgive us. Then we can have a clean white heart instead of a stained one. 

●  Click 37
Jesus comes to His Father and says, “I died on the cross for them, look at my hands. I died to take their sins.” Jesus pleads with His Father for us. Then beside each of our sins, Jesus writes, FORGIVEN. We are writing this in red because it represents Jesus’ blood, because He died to cover our sin. Will you give your heart to Him today, right now and tell Him that you want FORGIVEN written next to your name and that you want to be ready for His coming? Yes!  

●  Click 38
End of slide presentation.
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