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YC40 – Delivered From Prison

Memory Verse:
Matthew 7:7 – “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.”
 
●  Click 1
People had come from all over for the celebration of the Passover and now they were gathering around to hear him. His words thrilled their hearts. James, the brother of John was teaching them about God’s wonderful plan to save them. It gave them hope and they were eager to hear more. 

●  Click 2
But Satan was not happy. He had been trying to keep people from knowing these things and he was going to have to put a stop to these teachings.

●  Click 3
Satan tried many times to destroy the church. When Stephen was stoned, he thought that would stop the teachings but the people still believed in Jesus.

●  Click 4
Even though the Jews thought that the gospel was only for them, through Cornelius, the centurion, Jesus had taught the people that the teachings of His love and salvation was for everyone. Another plan of Satan’s was stopped.

●  Click 5
Even one of Satan’s loyal helpers, Saul, suddenly became Jesus’ loyal helper.

●  Click 6
Again, God stopped Satan’s scheme to destroy the church and keep His people from believing in Jesus.

●  Click 7
During this time, Herod was king of Judea and the government was in his hands, under the rulership of the Roman emperor. The more he heard about the teachings of the disciples about Jesus, the angrier he got. Wanting to please the Jews, he set out to get rid of the church leaders.  Acts 12:1

●  Click 8
James was talking to the people about Jesus when the soldiers came from King Herod to arrest him. The frightened people moved out of their way, as they led him away.  

●  Click 9
The soldiers came and took James away and put him in prison and set guards at his door so that he could not escape. 

●  Click 10
Soon after James was arrested, Herod gave orders for him to be executed and they came in and killed him.  Acts 12:2

●  Click 11
News spread to the other believers that James had been put to death. Some wept, and some prayed. But they were not going to stop telling others about Jesus. 

 ●  Click 12
The Jews had been pleased with Herod for killing James so the king gives orders to arrest Peter as well. Herod would have Peter put to death too.  Acts 12:3

●  Click 13
Peter was not afraid to tell others about Jesus after James had been killed. He wanted the people to know how much God loved them.   

●  Click 14
The soldiers came and arrested Peter. Do you think Peter was afraid?

●  Click 15
The soldiers put Peter inside a prison that was hewn out of a rock with gates that locked and guards at every gate. Still Peter was not afraid. 

●  Click 16
The soldiers did as King Herod had commanded them and they chained Peter up between two soldiers, with soldiers stationed at each gate, making sure that he would not escape. Herod intended on executing Peter after the Passover celebration. He did not want the people to have so much sympathy toward him that they would demand his release. He was also afraid that he would give one of his speeches and more people would believe on Jesus.  Acts 12:4

●  Click 17
The believers met together and discussed James’ death and Peter’s arrest. They knew that Herod had planned to kill Peter and they were afraid that their church would be destroyed unless God intervened. 

●  Click 18
Everyday, they prayed earnestly for Peter’s release. Oh, if only God would work a miracle and free him from prison!  Acts 12:5

●  Click 19
All too soon the time came when Peter would be executed. Passover was over and tomorrow Peter would have to die. But there he was, between two soldiers sleeping peacefully in perfect trust.

●  Click 20
That night something unusual happened. All the soldiers stationed at the gates fell asleep and suddenly, a bright angel came into the prison cell, lighting the whole place with his brightness. The angel touched Peter and said, “Arise up quickly.” When Peter sat up, his chains fell from his hands.  Acts 12:7


●  Click 21
The angel told Peter to put on his shoes and outer garment and follow him. So Peter, thinking he was in a dream or seeing a vision, followed the angel through the doors. The door closed silently behind them.  Acts 12:8–9


●  Click 22
They had to pass through two more prison doors and each time, the  doors silently opened and closed around them. Not one of the guards saw them as they passed through.  Acts 12:10

●  Click 23
Finally they reached the gate that opened into the city. Again the gate opened for them and closed silently behind them.  Acts 12:10

●  Click 24
The angel had led Peter to a familiar street and then disappeared, leaving Peter in total darkness.  

●  Click 25
When his eyes adjusted to the darkness, he realized that the Lord had sent an angel to deliver him from the hand of Herod and from being executed in front of all the Jewish people.

●  Click 26
Peter was familiar with this street and went to Mark’s mother, Mary’s house. He knocked on the door several times.  Acts 12:12

●  Click 27
Finally, a young woman named Rhoda came to the door and asked who it was. Peter told her to let him in. Even though she recognized his voice, she did not let him in.  Acts 12:13–14

●  Click 28
Instead, she went back in to the room where they were all praying and told them that Peter was out there. They told her she was crazy. She kept telling them that it really was Peter. Then they thought perhaps it was an angel. All the while, Peter kept knocking for them to let him in.  Acts 12:14–16

●  Click 29
Finally, she opened the door so that Peter could come in.

●  Click 30
When they saw Peter they were amazed. He told them all about the angel coming into the prison and taking him out into the street where he was free. They talked him into going to the other believers and telling them about this miracle. 

●  Click 31
So Peter left to go to another place.  Acts 12:16–17

●  Click 32
Very early that morning, a large crowd gathered to watch as Herod would have Peter brought in to be executed.  

●  Click 33
When the soldiers went inside the prison, they saw that everything was a stir. Even though Peter had been chained between two soldiers, he was gone. The two soldiers that Peter had been chained to, were holding the empty chains and they were all terrified.  Acts 12:18

●  Click 34
Herod questioned the guards.

●  Click 35
He became so angry that he ordered them to be executed. Herod knew that no man set Peter free, but he denied the power of God

●  Click 36
Soon afterward, Herod went to Caesarea. One day Herod, dressed in gorgeous royal garments, spoke to the people. They were feasting and drinking wine and shouting King Herod’s praise. Then they began saying that he was not a mortal man but a god.  Acts 12:19, 21–22

●  Click 37
Then the same angel that freed Peter from prison, came to Herod and smote him with a sickness of worms because he did not give God the glory but took the glory for himself. Then Herod was in much pain and anguish and died. Many people believed on the Lord because of this. For they saw that Peter was freed because of his faithfulness to God and Herod was smitten because he rejected God.  Acts 12:23–24

●  Click 38
End of slide presentation.
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