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YC36 – A Faithful Deacon

Memory Verse:
Revelation 2:10 – “Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.”
 
●  Click 1
The church in Jerusalem was growing.

●  Click 2
But Satan wanted to destroy it. He had tempted some of the believers to distrust each other, especially those who were the Grecian Jews.

●  Click 3
Seven deacons had been chosen to help the disciples, which proved a huge blessing. Those Grecian Jews that were suspicious of the Hebrew Jews, were not suspicious anymore.

●  Click 4
One of the most powerful men of the seven deacons was Stephen. He did much to help the work among the Christians and now, no one was neglected.  

●  Click 5
Stephen was a great man of faith. Because he understood and could speak the Greek language, he would go into their synagogues and teach them.

●  Click 6
Rabbis and doctors of the law would often engage him in discussions in public, trying to intimidate him. But they were, “not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he spake.”  Acts 6:10



●  Click 7
Instead of admitting they were wrong, they became even more angry. In trying to find some way to kill Stephen, they hired wicked men to tell lies about him. They told the people that Stephen had cursed the temple and told the people to disobey God’s laws.

●  Click 8
Stephen came closer to the people to tell them many things about Christ throughout the Old Testament. They looked at Stephen’s face and there was something different about it.

●  Click 9
When the people looked at Stephen’s face it shone. It looked like the face of an angel.

●  Click 10
Stephen told how Christ was with His people all through the old Testament and told them many stories.

●  Click 11
He told how Joseph was taken to Egypt and sold as a slave but God blessed him and he became the Prime Minister of Egypt.  Genesis 39:1

 ●  Click 12
He told how God spared Moses when he was born when the king of Egypt wanted to destroy all the baby boys and how Pharaoh’s daughter came to the river with her maids to wash herself and saw the basket and took the child as her own.  Exodus 2:5–6

●  Click 13
Then he told them how Moses went before Pharoh to set God’s people free.




●  Click 14
He said this same Moses that led the children of Israel out of Egypt, said “A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto Me; him shall ye hear.”  Acts 7:37

●  Click 15
He told how Solomon had built a beautiful temple to the Lord and prayed a prayer of dedication.  I Kings 1:39

●  Click 16
Stephen saw the faces of the church leaders and he knew that they were going to kill him. He stopped talking about the stories from the Old Testament and looked up toward heaven.

●  Click 17
Again Stephen’s face lights up as he looks up toward heaven and says, “I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing on the right hand of God.”  Acts 7:56

●  Click 18
At this the rulers were so angry that they rushed on Stephen and drug him out of the room.  Acts 7:57

●  Click 19
They didn’t wait until they got permission from the Roman government, they hurried Stephen outside of the city, where they could stone him. They laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul.  Acts 7:58

●  Click 20
Then they picked up huge stones and hurled them at Stephen. Stephen was not afraid and prayed that God would receive his spirit and not blame these men for killing him.  Acts 7:59–60

●  Click 21
What a wonderful love he had in his heart. Just like Jesus, when they were crucifying Him, He had said, “Father forgive them for they know not what they do.”

●  Click 22
Satan thought for sure that he had found a way to keep people from following Jesus and to stop the church in Jerusalem from growing. But had he? We will find out what happens to the church, next week.

●  Click 23
End of slide presentation.
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