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YC12 – Workers-in-the-Vineyard

Memory Verse:
Matthew 2:8 – “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.” 
 
●  Click 1
Some children were playing by the stream near where they lived when one girl and her little brother came from this side to play with them. One of the other children didn’t like her and she told the others bad things about the girl on the other side. 

●  Click 2
Then one girl threw a rock, and when she did the other children began to throw rocks as well. The children throwing rocks thought that they were better than the girl and her brother. Were they?

●  Click 3
Jesus enjoyed heaven. It was His home. He had the beautiful angels all around Him and they loved and adored and worshipped Him. The angels loved to be near Jesus. Does this look like a happy place?

●  Click 4
What about here, does everyone love Jesus?  What does Jesus think of those who don’t love Him? It makes Him very sad, but His thoughts are different than our thoughts. What does the Bible say? It says that His thoughts and ways are different than ours. (Isaiah 55:8–9). Also, when Jesus thinks of us, His thoughts are of peace toward us and not evil.  Jeremiah 29:11

●  Click 5
The rich young ruler wanted to have eternal life, he thought that he obeyed all of the commandments but something still bothered him. He thought that he was ready for heaven but he felt something missing from his life. When he asked Jesus, “What lack I yet?”, Jesus told him to sell all that he had and to give it to the poor. Did the young ruler love God enough to give up his riches?  Mark 10:17–18; Matthew 19:17–21

●  Click 6
The rich young ruler had a lot of money and he chose his money as his treasure instead of heaven. The young ruler turned away from Jesus for the riches of this world. This made Jesus very sad because he loved the rich young ruler and wanted him to be in His kingdom.

●  Click 7
Jesus was walking with His disciples to Capernaum. The disciples were talking about who would be most important in Jesus’ kingdom. They weren’t ready for the kingdom either. Mark 9:34

●  Click 8
When they got Capernaum, Jesus asked them what they had been talking about. They didn’t want to tell Him that they were arguing about who was the greatest among them, but they didn’t need to tell Him because He knew anyway. Had they learned to love God with all their hearts and to love others as much as they loved themselves? Jesus called a child to Him and told them they needed to become like little children. He also said, “If any man desire to be first, the same shall be last of all, and servant of all.” Jesus wanted to help them understand what attitude was important so that they could be in heaven.  Mark 9:33–35

●  Click 9
The Scribes and Pharisees thought that they were better than others because  they were very carefully obeying the rules which they had made up. They thought that they were good enough to be in God’s kingdom just like the Rich Young Ruler. QUESTION:  Do we need to have good works in our lives?  ANSWER: Titus 3:5 Yes we need good works, but we are saved According to His Mercy.  We have all sinned and come short of God’s requirements.  We need our hearts renewed by God in order that we may even do good works.

●  Click 10
The Scribes and Pharisees didn’t like Jesus very much because He didn’t obey their rules. Jesus obeyed God’s commandments but not the laws that they invented. Jesus loved God with all of His heart and His neighbor as Himself. The Pharisees didn’t love others as they loved themselves, did they? Jesus needed to help them understand that being rich and important and doing good things and obeying the rules does not prepare you for heaven.  

●  Click 11
So Jesus tried to help them by telling a story of a farmer that had a great vineyard. Early one morning the farmer and his wife come out to look at the beautiful vineyard. As he looked at his vineyard he realized that the grapes were ready to harvest. He would have to go that day into the city to find workers. 

 ●  Click 12
So he went into the market place and found workers to hire. He asked them if they would like to work in his vineyard. They asked him how much he would pay them. He asked them what would they like to be paid and they agreed on a penny.  Matthew 20:1–2  These workers were very concerned about the reward for working all day.

●  Click 13
The workers all showed up early that morning and began picking grapes. Then as the farmer looked at his vineyard, he notices that there were so many grapes that these men would not be able to pick them all before the day was over. 

●  Click 14
So he went back into the market place mid morning and found more workers to hire. What did he tell them? He told them to go into his vineyard and that he would pay them what was right and fair.  Matthew 20:4  Were these worried about what they would be paid?  No, they were happy to go and work and trusted that the farmer would be merciful and fair.

●  Click 15
So the other workers came into the field and began working as well. But the farmer realized again that there were so many grapes that he would need to hire even more workers so back to the market place he went. 

●  Click 16
It’s afternoon and he wondered if there would be any more workers left to hire. But as he entered the market place he saw some men standing around and asked them to go work in his field. Did he tell these men how much they would be paid?  No, he told them the same thing that he told the last group; that he would pay them what was fair.  Matthew 20:5 Did these men have to have some trust in the farmer?  QUESTION: What do we have to do like these workers, regarding Jesus and His kingdom?  ANSWER: Trust in His Mercy

●  Click 17
As the farmer looks at his field, he sees that even though the men are working hard, they will not get done before sundown, so he headed back to the market place once again. 

●  Click 18
It’s evening with only one more hour of work left in the vineyard. The farmer wondered if any more workers would be left for him to hire. He entered the market place and saw some men standing idly around and asked them why they were standing there idle. Were these lazy men, turning down jobs?  No, the men said, “Because no man hath hired us.” QUESTION:  If you wait around all day until the job is just about done, and then you go and help mother, is that a good choice?  ANSWER: No.    The farmer told these men to go work in his field and that he would pay them what was fair.  Matthew 20:6–7   

●  Click 19
All the workers are busily harvesting the grapes. The new workers only had one hour left in the vineyard. Then the farmer could see that the grapes were all picked before sundown and he was satisfied that the hired workers had done a good job. 

●  Click 20
He told them that they could put down there baskets and to come get their pay. Those that had worked all day, were tired and glad that the harvest was over.  They probably had ideas in their minds of how much they might be paid.

●  Click 21
The farmer had his steward come in with all of their pay. The men lined up. Those who worked only one hour were paid first.  QUESTION: What made the householder really happy about their work? ANSWER:  They didn’t ask for a certain pay, they had faith in the goodness of the householder, did they have an unselfish attitude about how they worked?  Yes.  Matthew 20:8 

●  Click 22
How much were they paid? When they received their pay, it was a whole penny. The farmer had been very generous with them.  Others might have been wondering how much they were going to get paid because they worked longer. Matthew 20:9 

QUESTION: If we are going to rightly represent Jesus should we be generous and merciful with others? ANSWER: Yes   Luke 6:35
 
●  Click 23
Then the next group came up. How much do you think the farmer’s steward gave them?

●  Click 24
It was a penny also. They were happy and thought that the farmer was generous and merciful because they really didn’t work very long and were still paid for a whole day’s worth of work.

●  Click 25
Then the next group came up. And they thought surely they would get more because they had worked most of the day.

●  Click 26
But it was a penny, like the ones before them had been paid.

●  Click 27
Finally the first group came up to get their pay, expecting more than any of the others because they had worked all day long. 

●  Click 28
But it was only a penny. What! We only received a penny for working all day! They were very upset and began to complain.  But they had agreed to a penny, hadn’t they?  What did the householder say to them?  Friend I am not doing you any wrong, did we not agree for a penny? Can I not do what I will with mine own?  Is thine eye evil because I am good? Matthew 20:13-16
QUESTION:  What kind of attitude should we have when we follow or work for Jesus.  ANSWER:  A grateful, thankful attitude, thankful that He is merciful.  Should we work hard with all of our hearts? Why? Because of the reward of Heaven?  Or more importantly because God is so good and merciful and we are thankful!

●  Click 29
Jesus told this story because he wanted the people (and us, of course) to understand better how our loving Father in heaven thinks. It is hard for people to understand that no one is good enough to be in God’s kingdom; that no one can work or earn their way to heaven.  But they should work and obey God because He is so good and merciful not for reward.  Yes, there are rewards, but it is not the most important thing.

●  Click 30
There are two groups of people. There are those who think that they have every right to be in heaven and eat from the tree of life because they have worked a long time for Jesus and the church. 



●  Click 31
Then there is the other group who know that they do not deserve what Jesus has done for them. They love God. It doesn’t matter if they loved God all their life or if they had accepted Him into their hearts just before they died.  They want to make their hearts ready for Jesus kingdom because they Love Him.

●  Click 32
Jesus wants everyone to live in His kingdom. The choice is ours.  

●  Click 33
He gave His life for us to give us the opportunity to have eternal life with Him in heaven and the new earth. We should be very thankful that we have the privilege to accept Jesus into our hearts, no matter how old or young we are, or who we are.  

Do you want to live for Jesus and follow His ways and do what He says because you Love Him?

Do you want to ask Jesus to forgive you of your sins and to cleanse your heart?

Jesus will give you power to become sons and daughters of God, so that you can keep His commandments and have a right to the tree of life, are you thankful for His Mercy?


●  Click 34
End of slide presentation.
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