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YC11 – Two Rich Men Choose

Memory Verse:
Matthew 19:10 – “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” 
 
●  Click 1
The mountains in the distance were majestic. The mountain streams came down and watered the grass and the trees of the city of Jericho. In this city lived a rich man. He had a very rich house and lots of money. This is Zacchaeus. Zacchaeus went inside the city to go to work each day. What kind of work did he do?

●  Click 2
Zacchaeus was wealthy because he was a tax collector. The people had to pay their taxes and many times he cheated people into giving more than what they needed to give so that he could make more money. As Zacchaeus sat their day after day, he was not happy. Nobody liked him. Something was happening deep down in Zacchaeus’ heart. People came in telling about a man named Jesus who was merciful and loving. When he heard about Jesus, he decided that he wanted that kind of happiness. The Holy Spirit was working on his heart.  Luke 19:2

●  Click 3
One day Zacchaeus had heard about something happening at the Jordan river and went down to see. It was John the Baptist. He was preaching and baptizing people.  QUESTION: What did he hear John say? ANSWER:  Luke 3:13 “Exact no more than that which is appointed you.” Zacchaeus knew that he had to stop taking more tax from the people than was due.   Is there something in your heart that needs to be changed?   How can it happen?  Let’s keep studying.

John the Baptist continues preaching saying, “Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  (Matthew 3:2) What does Repent mean?  Say your sorry, and turn away from the sin.

●  Click 4
As a symbol that the people had turned away from their sins and were sorry for doing them, they were baptized in the Jordan river.

●  Click 5
Then Zacchaeus hurried back to Jericho. He was changing. QUESTION: Something gave him power to have a sorry heart. What was it? ANSWER: (Romans 2:4) The goodness of God. He was hearing reports from the people who passed through Jericho of the goodness of God, the love of God, and the mercy of God, the forbearance and longsuffering of God demonstrated in the life of Jesus.  He heard that Jesus even called one of the tax collectors to be a disciple. Matthew Levi.  Did Jesus love tax collectors?  Could He help them not be cheaters?  Now Zacchaeus wanted to change too. What should he do?  Confess his sins and repent. 

●  Click 6
Zacchaeus gave money back to those he cheated but they were still suspicious and unfriendly towards him. That made Zacchaeus sad, if only he could see Jesus and show Him that he had changed his ways and was trying to do what was right.  He wanted to be a part of God’s Kingdom that John the Baptist had preached about.  However, the reactions of the people whom he had returned money to made him discouraged. But when he remembered what he had heard about Jesus he felt a sense of hope.

●  Click 7
Even one of Jesus’ disciples was a tax collector and Jesus had forgiven Matthew. If only Zacchaeus could see Jesus. He thought that He would forgive him too.

●  Click 8
One day as Zacchaeus was getting ready to go into Jericho to go to work, he noticed lots of people going into the city. What could be happening? He asked the people passing by what was going on in Jericho this day. Someone stopped to tell him. 

●  Click 9
They told him that Jesus was passing through the city today. Quickly he went into Jericho. He wanted more than anything to see Jesus.

●  Click 10
Already, large crowds had gathered as Jesus entered the streets of Jericho.  Zacchaeus thought that this would be his only chance to see Jesus. If only he could see Him. But he was so short that he couldn’t see over the people’s heads. Jesus was getting closer but he was afraid that he would miss his only opportunity to see Him. Luke 19:3

●  Click 11
Suddenly he remembered something.  Quickly, he ran ahead of the crowd.  

 ●  Click 12
He remembered a tree and climbed up in the tree. Now he could see Jesus. But Jesus stopped right under the tree and began talking to Zacchaeus. Luke 19:4

●  Click 13
He and said, “Zacchaeus, come down, for I must abide at your house today. What! Jesus was coming to his house? He could hardly believe it.  Luke 19:5

●  Click 14
As they left, the Rulers thought that Jesus didn’t know who Zacchaeus was, or He would have known that he was a tax collector, a sinner.  Luke 19:6–7

●  Click 15
Jesus went to Zacchaeus’ house that day. His heart was changed and Jesus knew it and wanted to encourage him. His wife made sure everyone had enough to eat and his children eagerly listened to Jesus. 

●  Click 16
Then Zacchaeus stood and told Jesus that half of his goods he would give to the poor. Jesus told him that salvation had come to this house. Zacchaeus turned all the way around from his sins.  Luke 19:8–10

●  Click 17
One day as Jesus was teaching and the people were gathered close, one man came up and told Jesus that his brother had inherited lots of money after their father died and he wasn’t sharing. He asked Jesus to speak to his brother. The brother was there and he stepped up closer to hear what Jesus would say. The people kept gathering as Jesus told the man that he had not come to this earth to settle quarrels or to be a divider of property. Then he told the man to beware of covetousness because our lives don’t depend on the things that we have. Then he told him a story to help him understand better what He was trying to teach him.  Luke 12:13–15

●  Click 18
Jesus said there was a farmer who had lots of fields and barns where he would store all of his grain. He watched as the seeds began to sprout and the plants began to grow. The grain was good and he had a bountiful harvest. But now what would he do with all this rich harvest? Luke 12:16

●  Click 19
He thought to himself, “I will pull down my barns, and build greater.” Then I can say to myself  “take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.”  Luke 12:17–19 

●  Click 20
But God was not happy with this farmer. He wasn’t thinking about feeding the poor and hungry or helping others in need. He only thought of himself. 




●  Click 21
So God said to him, “This night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?”  And the man died.  Luke 12:20

●  Click 22
Jesus told the brothers anyone who lays up treasure for himself is not rich toward God and he will eventually end up with nothing. Luke 12:21

●  Click 23
Jesus wants us to share our things with the needy and show God’s love by our example.  He also wants us to share His Word. When we do these things, we are storing up treasures in Heaven. 

●  Click 24
The more people that you demonstrate God’s love to, and share His word with, the more of God’s treasures you will have stored up in heaven.  

●  Click 25
End of slide presentation.
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