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YB30 – Led by a Star

●  Click 1
Abraham was called by God to leave his parents and go into the wilderness. He didn’t know where he was going but he trusted God and let Him lead him.  Genesis 12:5

●  Click 2
The Lord led the children of Israel by a cloud during the day and a pillar of fire by night. They didn’t know exactly where they were going, either but they kept following the cloud and pillar of fire. Before Jesus was born, prophets predicted His coming and there were some who traveled a long distance to see Him, even though they didn’t know where they would end up… Exodus 13:19  

●  Click 3
Balaam had been one of God’s prophets and the king where he lived, King Balak had promised Balaam lots of riches if he would curse the Israelites and so he agreed to go and curse them. 

●  Click 4
But every time he opened his mouth, God spoke through him and only blessings came out .  Numbers 23:13–26

●  Click 5
Balaam use to be one of God’s prophet’s until he became selfish and greedy. 

●  Click 6
When Balaam was a faithful prophet, God told him that “There shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel.” This meant that a king, a Messiah, would come from Israel.  Numbers 24:17; What was this Star? What was the Sceptre that would come out of Israel? As Abraham left home to go where God told him to go, and as the Children of Israel traveled across the desert, led by a cloud and a pillar of fire, so there were some very important men who didn’t know where they were going but let a star guide them to this “Sceptre”…

●  Click 7
There were some wise men in a faraway country that had read the writings of the prophets about a star coming out of Israel. They must have read what Daniel (the prophet, who was one of the wise men of old) had written about the coming of a king. They also knew what Balaam had written about the Star and that a King would come out of Israel. 

●  Click 8
Often, these wise men would go out at night and study the stars on beautiful clear nights.

●  Click 9
One night, as these wise men were watching the stars, they noticed a strange and bright light in the sky. What was it? They had never seen anything like it before. What the wise men didn’t know was that the beautiful bright light they had seen was the choir of angels that sang to the shepherds and announced the birth of Jesus.  Matthew 2:2

●  Click 10
As they were watching, the bright light became a star. They were very interested in that star and felt that it had significant meaning. 

●  Click 11
They were sure that the bright light and the beautiful star had special importance and so they went back in and studied the writings of the prophets. They talked with other wise men who knew what Balaam had written about the Star and a King out of Israel and they knew it was very near the time that all this was to take place.




●  Click 12
Then these wise men were told by God through dreams, that they were to follow the star and it would lead them to the newborn King.

●  Click 13
They were use to taking gifts to present to very important people and so as they prepared to go toward the place where the star would lead they took with them the best gifts that their country could offer, gold, frankincense and myrrh.  Matthew 2:11 

●  Click 14
The wise men waited until nighttime to travel so that they could follow the star. Always it would appear and lead the way.  This star, which was a group of angels, would lead these men to the newborn Baby King, Jesus. 

●  Click 15
When it was daylight the wise men would stop and rest. During the times they stopped, they would again study the prophecies.  Each time they studied, they were more and more convinced that God was leading them to the New King. 

●  Click 16
When nighttime came, the bright star would appear and begin to move toward Jerusalem and the wise men would again follow it, day after day after day.

●  Click 17
Finally the bright star seemed to have stopped over the city of Jerusalem.  They were very excited and I’m sure they felt that their journey was over. How the city must be alive with excitement at the birth of their new king. 

●  Click 18
They entered the gates of Jerusalem and of everyone to whom they asked, “Where is he that is born King of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him.” no one seemed to know anything of the new born King. The wise men aroused the curiosity of the people; the priests were surprised and a little afraid when the wise men inquired of the birth of the new King. Word reached King Herod, who was greatly troubled over this news.  Matthew 2:2–3   

●  Click 19
Herod asked the priests and rulers about what the prophecies said about a coming King. The priests and rulers didn’t like King Herod and were angry with him for asking them where Christ was to be born and didn’t act very helpful. But when Herod demanded that they tell him, they said, “In Bethlehem of Judea.”   Matthew 2:4–5  

●  Click 20
Herod thought that the priests and rulers where scheming to get rid of him and set up a new king. He must find out where this new King is. When he had called for the wise men to come in before him, he was very polite and acted like he wanted to know where the Christ child was. He told them that when they find Him to be sure and come back to Jerusalem and let him know so that he can go and worship Him also.  Matthew 2:7–8

●  Click 21
The wise men must have felt disappointed that evening as they left the gates of Jerusalem. Had they come all that distance for nothing. Surely they were not mistaken in the prophecies and the guiding of the bright star. 

●  Click 22
Then one of them shouted, “Look, the Star!” It was still there. They were very happy that the Star would continue to lead them.  Matthew 2:9

●  Click 23
Finally they reached Bethlehem. The star stopped over the city and the wise men knew that the star had led them to what they had been searching, for so long.  Matthew 2:9

●  Click 24
As they made their way through the sleepy town of Bethlehem, the star stopped over a humble little barn where animals are kept. Could this be the place where the Messiah was living? How could this be? The wise men were not discouraged, though. They trusted God and his prophets and “rejoiced with exceeding great joy” that they had at last found Him who would redeem Israel. Matthew 2:9–10

●  Click 25
They came into the house and saw Mary and Joseph and the baby lying in a manger. They could see immediately that this was no ordinary baby, He was the King that God had promised. Matthew 2:11

●  Click 26
They knelt before Jesus and worshipped Him.  Matthew 2:11

●  Click 27
Then they presented Him with their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. Matthew 2:11

●  Click 28
Herod had told them to come back to him after they had found the baby so that he could worship Him also and the wise men were planning on doing just that. But before they left Bethlehem, the Lord warned them in a dream that that they should not go back to Jerusalem and King Herod.  Matthew 2:12

●  Click 29
So, instead of going back the way they had come, they went another way to go back to their country.  Matthew 2:12





●  Click 30
After the wise men left, the angel of the Lord came to Joseph when they were sleeping and said, “ Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy Him.”  Matthew 2:13 

●  Click 31
So Joseph got up and took baby Jesus and his mother, Mary by night and left for Egypt.  Matthew 2:14

●  Click 32
When the wise men did not return to King Herod to let him know where to find the new born king, Herod was furious. Herod thought that the Jews were plotting to get rid of him.

●  Click 33
So he ordered the soldiers to go immediately to Bethlehem and kill all the babies that were two years old and younger.  Matthew 2:16

●  Click 34
Even though Herod thought to destroy Jesus by killing all the babies around his age in Bethlehem, Joseph had taken Him and his mother Mary safely to Egypt. They were to stay there until the angel instructed them that it was safe for them to return.  Matthew 2:14–15

●  Click 35
Joseph and Mary and Jesus lived in Egypt where God had instructed them to go. Although they were poor, they had enough money to stay in Egypt until it was safe to go back home, because of the gifts from the wise men: the gold, frankincense and myrrh.

●  Click 36
One night the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph and told him that Herod had died and that it was now safe to return to Israel.  Matthew 2:19–20

●  Click 37
Now they would finally be able to go back home. They must have been very happy to be able to go back to their own country.

●  Click 38
End of slide presentation.
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