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YB27 – God’s Happy Surprise

●  Click 1
In the very first book of the Bible we learned that when God created Adam and Eve, everything was perfect.  Genesis 1:31

●  Click 2
Then Satan, the fallen angel enticed Eve to eat from the forbidden tree. Then Eve took some of the fruit to her husband, Adam and even though he knew full well what Eve had done, he too ate the forbidden fruit and as a result sin entered into the world.  Genesis 3:1, 6

●  Click 3
 Because of sin, a penalty must be paid and so God explained to the guilty pair about the plan of Salvation and how blood was to be shed in order to save the guilty. He told them that because they had disobeyed and did not trust Him, God would send His only Son to come and die for them to put an end to sin so they would not have to die the eternal death, and that they would have to sacrifice a lamb, a spotless lamb to represent the sacrifice that Jesus would be. Now everyone that is born on the earth has the opportunity for eternal life.  Genesis 3:15; Hebrews 9:22
       Question: What did God give as a gift after sin entered into   
        The world?  
       Answer:  “His only Begotten Son”  John 3:16

●  Click 4
So They had to build an altar and kill their first lamb. It was a very sad day.  God accepted their offering by sending fire from heaven and burning it up.  Genesis 3:15




●  Click 5
Through the years, God taught His people to sacrifice an innocent lamb in their worship so that they would always remember God’s promise that someday Jesus would come as the real Lamb of God to die for them.  Hebrews 9:14–15, 28

●  Click 6
Then God taught His people, through the visions of His prophet Daniel, that the Messiah would come after a long period of time. He even told Daniel when that time period would begin (the command to restore and build Jerusalem). Now that long period of nearly 500 years was nearing its end.  Daniel 9:25

●  Click 7
The Father called Jesus into conference with Him and told His Son, His only Son, that it was time for Him, Jesus, to go to earth to live as a human.

●  Click 8
Jesus told all the angels good-bye. They were sad to see their beloved Commander, Jesus leave them but the angels had been watching and waiting for this moment. In fact all the other worlds were watching as well. Do you think our world was waiting and watching? Do you think they were ready for Jesus to come to this earth as a human?

●  Click 9
It was nearly time for Jesus to be born. Many of the Jews thought that God loved them because they were from the family of Abraham.

●  Click 10
Most of the people in the world were not worshipping God. And although the Jews knew about the prophecies that pointed to the coming of the Messiah, many didn’t really understand what was written about Him. They wanted to be a great and strong nation again. But instead they were ruled by the strong kingdom of iron, which was the Roman empire. 
●  Click 11
The people needed to understand that their greatest need was not to be free from Roman bondage but to be free from Satan, the most cruel enemy in all the universe. God needed someone to help the people understand why Jesus was coming, and He knew just who that person would be.

●  Click 12
Zacharias, a faithful priest, and his wife, Elizabeth lived among the hills of Judea. They were both old and they had no children. They had studied the prophecies given about the Messiah and knew that it was almost time for Him to come.  Luke 1:5–7

●  Click 13
Zacharias went to Jerusalem, to take his turn in the duties of the temple. Several people were outside in the courtyard who would be praying for the priest as he performed his duties in the holy place of the temple.  Luke 1:8–10

●  Click 14
One day as Zacharias was burning the incense inside the temple, something amazing happened.  Luke 1:9

●  Click 15
An angel appeared to him, standing on the right side of the altar and Zacharias was afraid. But the angel told him not to be afraid for God had heard his prayer and his wife, Elizabeth would have a baby boy and they were to call him John. The angel told him that this son would bring them joy and happiness. He was not to eat or drink anything that would hurt him; no strong drink. This son of theirs was to prepare the way for the Messiah.  Luke 1:11–17

●  Click 16
Zacharias knew about God giving Abraham and Sarah a baby in their old age but he wasn’t quite sure that God would do that for him and he asked the angel, Gabriel, how he could know for sure. Because he doubted, the angel told him that he would be made dumb, and not able to talk.  Luke 1:18–20
●  Click 17
When Zacharias came out of the temple the people outside in the courtyard were glad to see him because they had been worried that he might have been struck down or something. They knew something special had happened because Zacharias’s face shone and when they asked him what happened, he couldn’t talk.  Luke 1:21–22

●  Click 18
As soon as Zacharias fulfilled his duties at the temple, he went home but could not talk, so asked for a writing tablet. Then he wrote out to Elizabeth that she was going to have a baby. I imagine she was excited that they were going to have a son. Luke 1:23

●  Click 19
When Elizabeth and Zachariah knew that they were going to have a baby, Elizabeth hid herself for five months. She didn’t go out and no one knew that she was going to have a child.  Luke 1:24–25

●  Click 20
Finally the day came and their baby boy was born. Many of their family and neighbors came to rejoice with them and to praise God.  Luke 1:57–58

●  Click 21
When the baby was 8 days old they took him to the temple to have him circumcised and record his name. The people thought that his name should be Zacharias, like his fathers but Elizabeth said “Not so; but he shall be called John”. But there was no one in the family named John so they asked Zacharias what his name should be.  Luke 1:59–62

●  Click 22
Zacharias asked for a writing tablet and he wrote, “His name is John.” And his mouth was immediately opened and he could talk. He began to praise God and fear fell upon the people and they marveled and wondered what kind of child this would be.  Luke 1:63–66
●  Click 23
As their son grew, they could see that he was a special child, so he didn’t go to the regular schools, his parents home-schooled him. Luke 1:76

●  Click 24
As John grew into manhood he was fully aware that God wanted him to help the people to get ready for the Messiah.  Luke 1:77–79
           Question: Who did John say he was?  
           Answer: “The Voice of One Crying in the wilderness”
            John 1:23                   
           Question: What was John suppose to do?  
           Answer: “Prepare ye the Way of the Lord”  Matthew 3:3

●  Click 25
Zacharias’ and Elizabeth’s son, was to be like road workers who travel ahead of an important person to fix the bad places in the road to make it easier for that person to travel. Before Jesus was to start His work on earth, John was to help people know what they needed to do so that when Jesus spoke to them they would be ready to hear it.  Luke 1:17, 79

●  Click 26
John chose to live away from the influence of the city and went to live in the wilderness so he could get closer to God. The food he ate and the clothes he wore were very simple because John wanted to keep his mind clear to hear God’s messages to him. He ate locust (the fruit from the carob tree) and honey and his clothes were made of camel’s hair, John’s life was very different from others who put so much importance on eating and dressing. God wanted to teach John what to say to help the people be ready for the Messiah.  Luke 1:80; Matthew 3:4






●  Click 27
When it came time for John to help the people understand about sin and how to be sorry for their sins and changing their ways, people started coming from everywhere to hear him preach. There were tax collectors, soldiers, rabbis, and ordinary people. 
Question: What was the emphasis of John’s message?
Answer: Matthew 3:2  (“REPENT”) (Turn away from your sins.)
It didn’t matter who came to listen, John told them all to stop being proud, selfish and mean.  Matthew 3:5 

●  Click 28
Many people were sorry for their sins and asked God to forgive them but others were not. John asked those who he knew weren’t sorry for their sins, why they were there. He called them poisonous snakes.  Matthew 3:7–9 

●  Click 29
As John told the people of Jesus’ first coming, we too should tell others about Jesus second coming. We also need to tell people to prepare by repenting of their sins.  Revelation tells what messages God’s people will be preaching right before He returns. Revelation 14:6-10

●  Click 30
We can teach others that God loves them and wants them to be ready.  There is not that much time left for them to talk to God and ask Him to forgive their sins. 

●  Click 31
End of slide presentation.
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