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YB25 – Faithful Builders

●  Click 1
The boys complained, “This work is too hard. Why can’t we just be like the other children and do as we please? They don’t have to stack boards and hammer and saw all day.” 

●  Click 2
It was hard, very hard work and when they could they would leave to go play with the other children. But one of the children did not complain. It was Jesus. Even though the other children gave up when they got tired or the work too hard, He carefully did his work perfectly and never complained. 

●  Click 3
Often times He would sing while he worked. The mood in the shop changed and sometimes the other children would come back into the shop, with no more complaining and they too would begin to sing with Jesus. When a job is hard to do but must be done, we too should stick with it and sing a song to lift our spirits. 

●  Click 4
Many of the Jews in Shushan had been given permission to return to Jerusalem. The third time they were given permission to return to Judah, Ezra, a faithful priest, led even more Jews back to their own land.

●  Click 5
A new king ruled in Shushan and Nehemiah was his cupbearer. A cupbearer is someone who makes sure that everything the king eats or drinks is safe to have. If anyone tried to poison the king the cupbearer would get sick first. Nehemiah was always so pleasant and kind that the king was naturally very fond of him and enjoyed having him work for him. Nehemiah 1:11

●  Click 6
One day, a friend of Nehemiah’s came to see him. The message he had was not good news.  Nehemiah 1:1

●  Click 7
When Nehemiah asked how the people were doing and the city of Jerusalem, his friend said that the walls were broken down and the city was in a lot of disorder. Nehemiah was sad and he sat down and wept.  Nehemiah 1:2–4

●  Click 8
Nehemiah thought about his homeland and wished that there was something he could do. He fasted and prayed and pled with God to forgive him of his sins and the sins of his people and to show him what he could do. Angels heard his prayer. Nehemiah 1:4–11

●  Click 9
Then he decided that if he could get permission from the king and the necessary aid, he would go to Jerusalem and rebuild the city walls.  

●  Click 10
One day, four months later, when Nehemiah came in before King Artaxerxes, the king noticed that Nehemiah was not cheerful and pleasant as he usually was and his face showed sleepless nights. Now it was against the law for anyone to come before the king with a sad face and Nehemiah could have been executed for this. Nehemiah 2:1

●  Click 11
But when the king asked why the sad face, Nehemiah told him about the walls of his city, Jerusalem and how it laid in waste. Then the king asked what he would request of him and he quickly prayed to God for the right words to say and then he asked him for permission to go back to Judah and build up the walls. The queen was sitting next to him and the king asked him a few questions and then gave him permission and the supplies that he would need, plus he made him governor of Judah and gave him the necessary letters to prove it.  Nehemiah 2:2–8

●  Click 12
The king had sent captains of his army with Nehemiah and horsemen. Everywhere he went, he gave the letter from the king and no one bothered him.  Nehemiah 2:9

●  Click 13
Nehemiah could see that Jerusalem’s walls were broken down. He was there for three days before he did anything at, or even told anyone why he was there.  Nehemiah 2:11–12

●  Click 14
During the night while everyone was asleep, Nehemiah, with a few men, went around the city walls to survey the damage.  Nehemiah 2:12–13

●  Click 15
They continued on near the brook and viewed the wall. Nehemiah 2:14

●  Click 16
Then Nehemiah and the men turned back and returned to the place where they were staying, still not telling anyone what he had done.  Nehemiah 2:15

●  Click 17
The next morning, Nehemiah talked with the leaders of Judah and told them what all needed to be done to repair the walls of the city. The people were impressed that he was so well aware of the damage.  Nehemiah 2:17

●  Click 18
Nehemiah told them that God had blessed him and the king had even sent supplies that they would need. He then organized everyone to begin the work on repairing the walls of the city.  Nehemiah 2:18

●  Click 19
The people were encouraged and began working on the repairs and building up of the walls and gate. Even the women and children helped.  Nehemiah 2:18

●  Click 20
But their enemies, led by Sanballat and Tobiah, laughed at them and made fun of them and tried their hardest to get the people to stop working and some of them did get discouraged. The work on the walls stopped.  Nehemiah 4:1–3, 10

●  Click 21
Nehemiah talked to the people after Sanballat and Tobiah left. He encouraged them and told them not to be afraid, that God was stronger than all of their enemies. Then the people began working again. Men were stationed with swords for protection.  Nehemiah 4:14, 18

●  Click 22
When the walls were nearly finished, Sanballat, Tobiah and Geshem and the rest of their enemies did not give up. They tried to trick Nehemiah into meeting with them but they were really wanting to hurt him; but Nehemiah told them that he was busy and couldn’t come down to meet with them.  Nehemiah 6:1–3

●  Click 23
There was much trouble in Judah to prevent the walls from being repaired because Satan was not happy with Nehemiah. Now some of the poor people came to Nehemiah and told him how the rich people were being cruel to them. The wealthy Jews were charging high prices for food and if any of the poor Jews borrowed money from them, they would charge really high interest rates. Nehemiah told those wealthy Jews to stop being unfair and to give back what they had taken unfairly.  Nehemiah  5:1–11




●  Click 24
Finally, when the work was completed, all the Jews gathered together for a special meeting. The faithful priest Ezra, who was very old by now, began reading out of the Book of the Law all morning long.  Nehemiah 8:1–5

●  Click 25
The people realized that they had been disobeying God and were truly sorry. They confessed their sins and prayed that God would forgive them. Ezra and Nehemiah told them that God did love them and had forgiven them.  Nehemiah 8:6–10

●  Click 26
Nehemiah went back to Persia to work again as the king’s cupbearer. He had spent several years helping the people in Judah and wondered how the people were doing. So once again the king of Persia gave him permission to go back to Jerusalem and see how things were going there.  

●  Click 27
When Nehemiah came back to Judah, he was very disappointed in the people. They had forgotten their commitment to obey God. The high priest had made friends with their enemy, the wicked Tobiah and had given him an apartment where the offerings were stored. Nehemiah  13:7

●  Click 28
To make things worse, they were not keeping the Sabbath day holy by allowing trading to come in and by working. Nehemiah  13:15–18

●  Click 29
Nehemiah talked very sternly to the leaders of the people and they eventually were sorry and admitted that they had done wrong.  Nehemiah 13:29–30



●  Click 30
When you are trying to do God’s will, reading, studying the Bible and sharing God’s word with others, there will be many who will try to keep you from your task. But you must continue to build up the walls of your character after the pattern of Christ.

●  Click 31
It will take much patience as you continue form those building blocks of your character.

●  Click 32
When Jesus asks you to witness for Him, you must have a willing heart.

●  Click 33
Then when others try to discourage you, keep on; persevere until Jesus comes.

●  Click 34
This will take much faith, but the Lord will supply all you need, if only you will ask.

●  Click 35
End of slide presentation.
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