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YB13 – Four Lepers Find Food
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●  Lots of people had gathered. The Scribes and Pharisees were sure that not even Jesus could fix this problem. When Jesus came down from the mountain he could see immediately what was wrong. A father had asked the disciples to heal his son because he was demon possessed but they could not heal the boy.  Matthew 17:14–16
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●  Jesus was disappointed in the disciples lack of faith and asked them to bring the boy to him. The father needed to trust Jesus and when he showed that he did, Jesus healed the boy. Jesus told his disciples that if they had faith as tiny as a mustard seed, they would have been able to do miracles, but that they would have to fast and pray to have healed of this kind.  Matthew 17:17–18
●  Maybe Jesus was thinking about a time when God’s people were in trouble…
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●  The children of Israel were in serious trouble because the king of Syria and his army had come and pitched their tents all around the city of Samaria. God’s people could not come out nor could anyone get in.  II Kings 6:24 

Slide 4
●  The people inside the city were getting hungrier and hungrier because they couldn’t leave the city. Food was getting harder and harder to find. In fact they were eating garbage and manure because they were so hungry. One lady asked another lady to share her food (her own boiled son) and then the next day she would share hers (the other lady’s son) but when the one lady shared her food, the other would not share hers. This made the king angry.  II Kings 6:24–30 
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●  The king should have been angry with himself and his people for not obeying God’s laws. He should have been so disgusted with himself that he would turn from breaking God’s commandments and disobeying His laws but he didn’t. The king was angry with Elisha and blamed all of their troubles on him and God. He was so angry with God and Elisha that he wanted to kill Elisha.  II Kings 6:31 
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●  Now, all these troubles had come upon the people because they had been breaking God’s laws. But the king told some of his men that they needed to get rid of Elisha and he sent them to find him and bring him to him.  II Kings 6:31 
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●  There is a deliverance now that Jesus wants to give us. The deliverance Jesus wants to deliver us from is SIN and the WORLD.  Question:  What did Jesus do to deliver us from our sins?  Answer: Galatians 1:4 Jesus died so that we could be delivered from our sins and from the evil that is in this world.
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●  Elisha was at his home talking with some of the elders. They believed God and studied the scrolls. Elisha knew that the king was sending a messenger to come and take his head off.  II Kings 6:32–33  
●  Then the kings messenger came but he was not allowed in Elisha’s house. Then Elisha gave the messenger a message. He told him that this time tomorrow that flour would be sold for very little money, 1 shekel and barley would be sold for 2 shekels. They thought that was crazy because food was so scarce that it was very, very expensive. Then Elisha told him that it would happen as he said but that he (the messenger) would not see it.   II Kings 7:1  
●  We too can be delivered from our sins if we will call upon the Lord, He will deliver us.  Psalm 50:15
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●  Jesus was thinking about another great deliverance. The time near the end of the world. As troubles are all around in the world because the people are breaking God’s laws, they will be angry with God’s people who obey God’s laws just as the king was angry with Elisha. It looks impossible that God’s people could ever be delivered from the enemy, but God does deliver His people. 

Slide 10
●   And some who have been put in prison for obeying God’s laws, the prison doors will be opened and God’s people will be delivered. 
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●  There were four men sitting outside of the city gates. They had a terrible disease called leprosy. As the four men were talking they discussed the predicament they were in and wondered what they should do. They said if they go into the city, there is no food there and they will just die. If they just sit there outside the gate they will die. It was just getting daylight and they decided to go to the Syrians and ask for food. If the Syrians kill them, well, they were going to die anyway.    II Kings 7:3–4
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●  The 4 lepers came into the camp of the Syrians and discovered that everyone had left. Not only were they gone but they apparently left in such a hurry that they had left everything behind. The Lord had made the Syrian army hear a noise of chariots, horses and people that they had fled for their lives.  II Kings 7:5–7
●  There were garments and so much food that the men began eating and enjoying their great find. Then one of the men said, We are not right by taking all of this stuff. We need to share with the king and the people.  II Kings 7:8–9 
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●  The lepers went to the gate and called out to the gate keeper and told them that the Syrians had left and there was lots of food. The king’s gate keeper told it to the king and the people but the king didn’t believe it. He thought that the Syrians were hiding and waiting for them to come out and they would capture them. But some of his servants said that they would go and check out the story.   II Kings 7:10–13
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●  The king’s servants went out as far as the Jordan and they didn’t see one Syrian soldier. All they saw was their stuff dropped everywhere as they fled.  II Kings 7:14–15
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●  When word got around that the Syrians were gone and left all of their goods. The man that had come after Elisha when the king wanted to kill him was put in charge of the gate and when the people rushed out to get the Syrian’s stuff, he was trampled to death and he never got to see flour selling for 1 shekel as Prophet Elisha had said. But God had delivered the people, even though it seemed impossible. The famine was over.  II Kings 7:16–20
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●  As the people were delivered from the famine, so one day God’s people will be delivered, even when it looks impossible. They will see a small black cloud in the sky and it will get closer and closer and brighter and brighter. The angels will be seen in the sky and all of God’s people will see Jesus. Those who had died loving Jesus with all of their hearts will be raised and they too will see Jesus come. What a glorious day that will be! I Thessalonians 4:16–17
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