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YB07 – God Cares for Elijah

Slide 1
●  “I’m not going.” The man said to his friends. He didn’t want to go to hear a man that said you had to repent and confess your sins because he didn’t want to change. But many people did go to see this man who was preaching at the Jordon River. 

Slide 2
●  When these people got to the river they saw that many people had gathered to the Jordon to hear the preacher. Lots of changes were being made in the lives of the people. They were repenting and confessing their sins and turning away from their evil ways. Then some very important men came with their very beautiful robes and the people made room for them. They came up right in front of the prophet, John the Baptist. They asked him who he was. He told them that he was one crying in the wilderness to prepare the way of the Lord.  Matthew 3:3–7
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●  Sometime later, Jesus had gathered a group of people around him and he told them that John the Baptist had a message like the Prophet Elijah.  Matthew 11:7–11
●  How did Jesus know all about John the Baptist, and the important messages of Elijah the prophet? He had studied the Scriptures. Now listen and you will hear the message that Jesus wants you to have. (The kingdom of heaven is at hand - Jesus is coming again.  Matthew 3:2) 
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●  From his beautiful mountain home, Elijah looked out over the hillside with the morning sun shinning so beautifully. He could hear the birds singing sweetly and the water running down the mountainside. Everything was beautiful. But something made his sad. 
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●  In the kingdom of Israel, he had heard how King Rehoboam had refused to listen to the people about not worshipping idol and going back to the law of God and making changes. But he made their lives even more difficult.  I Kings 12:3–11
●  So the people turned their backs on Rehoboam and left.  I Kings 12:19–20
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●  Then they made themselves a new king, Jeroboam. Jeroboam knew about God but he didn’t obey God.   I Kings 12:19–20
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●  Then Jeroboam built idols for the people to worship because he didn’t want them to go to Jerusalem to worship for fear that they would start serving Rehoboam again and he wanted to keep the people with him and serve him as king. Elijah knew what was going on and this made him very sad because they were breaking God’s commandments and because he knew the Lord was very much displeased.  I Kings 12:27–28
●  Then there came a man of God and told him that God would have a child born, Josiah, who would rule over Israel and the kingdom would be taken away from Jeroboam. When Jeroboam reached out to grab the man, his hand was withered and the altar began to crumble and was broken down. Jeroboam pleaded with the man of God to ask God to heal his withered arm and God healed him. Jeroboam wanted the man to come and eat at his palace but the man said that God told him not to eat anything until he got home.  I Kings 13:1–9

Slide 8
●  On his way he was invited by someone else to eat, who said he was a prophet and he went in and ate with the man, disobeying God. Then as he went on his way, a lion came out of the bushes and killed him, even though he was a prophet of God. Others passed by and saw the strange sight of a lion laying beside the man’s body and the donkey just standing there.  I Kings 13:18, 23–25
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●  Elijah had tried to get the people to obey God and keep his commandments but they wouldn’t listen. More and more people began to worship idols until hardly anyone was worshipping God and obeying His commandments anymore. 
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●  When King Jeroboam died, some of his generals ruled and one of them even killed all of Jeroboam’s family so that no one could take the throne again.  I Kings 15:28–30
●  Each ruler and king of Israel that reigned seemed to get worse and worse until most of the people were disobeying God’s commandments and worshipping idols, (One of the kings of Judah, King Asa was a good king.  I Kings 15:9, 11) until one of the most wicked of all kings began to reign on the throne of Israel, King Ahab. He did not choose to follow God.  I Kings 16:29–33
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●  Elijah was sad. He wanted the people to do what was right but they and their king were worshipping idols. He felt like he was the only one left that served God.  
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●  To make things worse, King Ahab married a very wicked woman named Jezebel. Jezebel worshipped Baal and caused the people of Israel to worship Baal and all the other gods as well.  I Kings 16:31–32
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●  Elijah prayed to the Lord so that he would know what to do. He pled with the Lord to do something to save His people, send them troubles if You need to. Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah and He told him to go to Ahab and tell him there would be nor rain for 3 ½ years. 
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●  Elijah obeyed the voice of the Lord and came down from his mountain home straight into the city to go to the king’s palace to give him the message from the Lord.  I Kings 17:1
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●  Elijah went straight into the king’s palace and gave him the message from God that there would be no rain for 3 ½ years. He went right past the guards and no one even tried to stop him. Everyone was so surprised that they didn’t know what to do and besides, God was with him and protected him. Then as quickly as he had come in, he left.  I Kings 17:1
●   What was the message that Elijah gave?
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●  The message that Elijah gave to King Ahab was a message of judgment.  In Revelation 14:7 we read the very first message of the 3 angels that came to John on the Isle of Patmos. The very first message was to fear God and give glory to Him because the hour of His judgment is come.  
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●  Right now in heaven that is exactly what is going on, the books are being gone over and every one’s case is being decided. We want to be ready for Jesus to come and we want our loved ones to be ready as well, don’t we? We want “FORGIVEN” written beside our name, don’t we?
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●  Then God told Elijah to go and hide himself by the brook Cherith and that He would have the ravens feed him there. Every day the ravens came and fed Elijah. Finally the Brook Cherith dried up and God told Elijah to go to the city of Zarephath, He would have a widow there to take him in.  I Kings 17:2–6
●  There is another important part of the message of Elijah.  The Elijah message would come before the Jesus coming. Jesus want children to “turn their hearts to their fathers.”  Malachi 4:5–6
●  Finally the Brook Cherith dried up and God told Elijah to go to the city of Zarephath, He would have a widow there to take him in.  I Kings 17:7–9
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●  When Elijah got to Zarephath, he saw the woman who was a widow, gathering sticks. He asked her for a drink of water. She was about to get some water when he asked her to give him something to eat as well. Sadly she told him that she only had enough oil and meal for her and her son then after she made a cake for them, they would die. But Elijah told her not to worry but to make him a cake first. The woman believed in God and trusted him so she made food for Elijah.   I Kings 17:10–13
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●  One day the widow’s son got sick, so sick that he died. The woman thought that maybe God was punishing her for some wrong she might have done. Elijah took the boy in his arms.    I Kings 17:17
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●  Elijah took the boy upstairs to his room so that he could be alone with God and maybe the Lord would heal him.  I Kings 17:19
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●  Elijah took the boy up to his room and laid him on his bed. Then he prayed and prayed that God would bring the boy’s life back into him. Then God heard Elijah’s prayer and the boy opened his eyes. He was alive!  I Kings 17:20–22
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●  Elijah took the boy back down stairs to his mother and she was so happy. Then she told him she knew for sure that he was a man of God.    I Kings 17:23–24
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●  At first no one was worried about the message that Elijah had given but now everyone was worried and Jezebel and the priests were sure that it was all Elijah’s fault. They still thought that maybe Baal could help them.  
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