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YB06 – From Wisdom to Foolishness

Slide 1
●  The next day, Jesus went into Galilee and found Philip and said to him, Follow Me. Philip left everything right then and began following Jesus. Philip was also from Bethsaida, the place where Andrew and Peter were from.  John 1:43–44

Slide 2
●  Philip found his friend, Nathanael and told him they found a man that Moses had written about, and his name was Jesus, the son of Joseph from Nazareth. Nathanael wondered if anything good could come out of Nazareth. Philip told him to come and see for himself.  John 1:45–46

Slide 3
●  Philip brought Nathanael to Jesus and when Jesus saw him he said “Here comes a man with no bad thing in him”. Nathanael wondered how Jesus knew him and Jesus told him that He had seen him when he was under the fig tree before Philip ever called him to come. Then Nathanael knew that Jesus was the Messiah.  John 1:47–51

Slide 4
●  Jesus knew about a story in the Bible where a king could have a good influence over the people or a bad influence. Many years ago, Moses had written down how kings could have a powerful influence for good:
		- king should write him a copy of statues of Jehovah
		- king should read therein all the days of his life
		- king should learn to fear Lord his God
		- king should keep all words of Law 
●  One day Solomon demonstrated his wisdom when two women came in arguing about whose baby was whose. One of the mothers had rolled over on her baby during the night and killed it. When she realized what she had done, she took the other mother’s baby and put her dead baby in that mother’s bed. Solomon told the soldiers to take the baby and divide it in two and give each mother half. The mother that had stolen the baby said that was a good idea, but the real mother stopped the soldier and told him to give the baby to the other mother, but please, don’t hurt him.  I Kings 3:16–28

Slide 5
●  The news of Solomon’s wisdom spread throughout the country and when the Queen of Sheba heard about him she wanted to come and see him and to see for herself is what she had heard was true. When she met Solomon and he showed her everything and answered all her questions, she was amazed and praised God.  I Kings 10:1–7 & II Chronicles 9:1–6
●  Satan was not pleased that Solomon had all this wisdom from God and led all the people of Israel to serve and obey God. So Satan had to think of a plan. He used INFLUENCE to turn Solomon’s heart from God. So, he got Pharaoh to suggest to Solomon that he marry his daughter. Solomon was pleased and thought that this would give him even more power.  

Slide 6
●  The news of Solomon’s wisdom spread throughout the country and when the Queen of Sheba heard about him she wanted to come and see him and to see for herself is what she had heard was true. When she met Solomon and he showed her everything and answered all her questions, she was amazed and praised God.  II Chronicles 9:1–6
●  Satan was not pleased that Solomon had all this wisdom from God and led all the people of Israel to serve and obey God. So Satan had to think of a plan. He used INFLUENCE to turn Solomon’s heart from God. So, he got Pharaoh to suggest to Solomon that he marry his daughter. Solomon was pleased and thought that this would give him even more power. She did not worship the true God but Solomon thought that he could make her into a Christian and she did start worshipping God and obeying His commandments, for a time. I Kings 3:1


Slide 7
●  Solomon built a beautiful house for himself and for his wife, the daughter of Pharaoh.  I Kings 7:8

Slide 8
●  Solomon wanted to be like the other kings in the nations around him and he decided to have a lot of wives. Some of them were heathen women but he thought that he could win them to God and teach them the commandments of God.  I Kings 11:1, 2
●  But was that a very good thing for Solomon to do? Not only did he take heathen wives but he had more than one wife. What does the Bible say about the influence of others in marriage? “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers.  II Corinthians 6:14 
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●  Satan had Solomon think that In order to please his wives, he should build altars for their gods so that they could worship them. Then little by little these wives turned Solomon’s heart away from God. Even the people of Israel were influenced by seeing them worshipping these idols and they too began worshipping idols. No longer was Solomon a wise and humble king. Now he was proud, selfish, and cruel. He was no longer happy.  I Kings 11:4–8
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●  Solomon built the best of everything. His throne was more spectacular than any king had ever had before. Then he taxed the people so that he could have more money and more things.  II Chronicles 9:17
●  The builders that he hired needed money and some wanted to have a lot of money for their work, but others took just a little. But the influence of the others who had gotten more money made them want more money also, and so King Solomon had to give them more. They were thinking of themselves. Satan was very pleased. But he needed to get Solomon to forget God entirely.

Slide 11
●  King Solomon was tempted again by Satan to think that he could be better than anyone else around him, so he decided to have more horses and chariots. This was something that God did not want Israel to do. But Solomon began thinking of himself instead of God.  II Chronicles 9:25
●  This is a very successful trick of Satan’s. To get us to look at what we have and want to obtain even more things.  But God does not want us to look on our own things.  Philippians 2:4 

Slide 12
●  Sometimes we start thinking about ourselves and want even more things. Children play games that make them win and everyone else loose. Or they have things but don’t want to share them with anyone else. But this is thinking about ourselves and not about others. When little girls play with their dolls, sometimes they don’t want to share. They give their friends the oldest toys/dolls to play with. When Andrea came over to Kelly’s house, Kelly wanted to play with her new little boy doll and she wouldn’t even let Andrea hold it. She made her play with the old one. Kelly was not being a very good influence on Andrea, was she?

Slide 13
●  Satan had another plan to get Solomon further away from God. Whenever people would come through the town, even strangers, Solomon had given orders to take more taxes from them so that he could have more money in the treasurery. The people were to be witnesses but they were being a poor influence on others because of Solomon’s bad influence on them.  Isaiah 43:10

Slide 14
●  Then messages of reproof began to come in. The prophet of God came in and told King Solomon that God was not pleased with him. He told him that he had not kept God’s law and he had broken God’s commandments, and the kingdom would be taken away from him. 
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●  So Solomon went to his own house. He saw that he had broken God’s law and he was very sorry. He began to weep and to pray and ask God to forgive him. God did forgive him. The Lord wants us to ask for forgiveness and turn from doing wrong, then He is very willing to forgive.  Isaiah 55:7 
●  But the bad influence was left. His wives and their children still disregarded God’s commandments and they still worshipped idols. And he saw that his kingdom far away from God.

Slide 16
●  When Solomon died, one of his son’s, Rehoboam became king. 
●   Rehoboam tried to exert a good influence fore 3 year but little by little he gave way to inherited weaknesses (influences from childhood). Finally, he threw his influence wholly on the side of idolatry. Satan had worked on Rehoboam’s heart to lead the people further and further away from God. Now the people were worshipping idols instead of God. 
●  When the people of Israel came in and asked Rehoboam to go easier on them than his father, Solomon had, he made their lives even more difficult.  I Kings 12:3–11
●  Let us make sure we do not do as the wicked kings did and let us always listen to God and be good influences on other. Exodus 23:2
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