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YB05 – Building a House for God
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●  The poor man smiled through his wrinkles as he looked at the meal just placed in his hands. But around the street corner, a jarring sneer drifted to the boy’s ears. As he continued along His way, a slow moving cart and little children impeded His progress. Yet He patiently paused and encouraged the little children. Laughter broke out behind a bush. “Look at that coward! He’s afraid to get those people out of His way.”
The brothers at last caught up with Jesus. Maybe they suggested, “We don’t need to go immediately back to the carpenter’s shop as father said. He’ll never know if we . . .” But Jesus refused to join them. “You’re such a coward!” they sneered. “It won’t hurt.”
His answer was, It is written, “The fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding.” Job 28:28. (fear of the Lord = wisdom)
●  Jesus had chosen to possess wisdom at all costs to Himself. He knew how important it was because He had diligently studied the scrolls. He knew all about the lessons of wisdom that David had learned . . . 
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●  David’s experience in early life taught him of heaven’s wisdom: his life as a shepherd (lessons of humility, patient toil, and tender care for flock), communion with nature in solitude of hills, developing genius for music and poetry, the long discipline of wilderness life (lessons of courage, fortitude, patience, and faith in God), and seen in the history of Saul of utter worthlessness of mere human wisdom.
	- Q: If we want true wisdom, what is something we must not do?	
	- Psalms 125:5 “As for such as turn aside unto their crooked ways, the LORD shall lead them forth with the workers of iniquity.”
●  David did something that he should not have done. He had all the people of Israel numbered because he wanted to know how many subjects he had and how great was his kingdom. This displeased the God because he was showing a lack of faith in Him.  II Samuel 24:2 

Slide 3
●  After he sent Joab out to number the people he realized that he had sinned and he fell to his knees and prayed with tears in his eyes that God would forgive him and take his sin from him.  II Samuel 24, 10
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●  The Next morning as David sat on his throne, a message was brought from the prophet Gad that he must make a choice of consequences for his sin. He must choose either:
	- 3 years’ famine
	- 3 months destroyed before foes, or
	- 3 days pestilence from the Lord
David chose to fall into the hand of God “for His mercies are great”.  So he chose the three days of pestilence.  II Samuel 24:11–15
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●  After Gad left David with the message from God, terrible things began to happen. People were getting sick and dying all around the king. David saw the angel that God had sent to destroy the people and he was very sorry for what he had done.  II Samuel 24:15
●  Then Gad came to David again and told him to go upon the hill and offer a sacrifice and pray to God that he will stop the pestilence. So he left.  II Samuel 24:18
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●  David did what God had told him to do. He built an altar and made a sacrifice to the Lord. The Lord heard David’s prayer and the pestilence stopped. By the time the pestilence was over, 70,000 men had died.  II Samuel 24:25, 15
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●  Remember what happened to David before all of this? Remember how David’s son Absalom tried to take away the Kingdom for his own? Absalom had not tried to have God’s wisdom in his heart and he had been killed. David did not discipline his children and now he was seeing the effects of this. Absalom had another brother named Adonijah. He was even more handsome than Absalom was, but Adonijah had never learned to have God’s wisdom in his heart. He chose his own way. And now some of his friends thought that he should be king, including David’s general, Joab.  I Kings 1:5
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●  Then he prepared chariots and men to run before him to show the people that he was important and that he was to be the next king.  I Kings 1:5
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●  Then Adonijah prepared a feast and called his brothers and Joab and others to proclaim himself king. He did not call his brother Solomon, or Zadok the priest or Nathan the prophet. I Kings 1:9–10
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●  Nathan the prophet went to Bathsheba, the mother of Solomon and told her what Adonijah was doing and told her that she must go to the king and remind him that God had said Solomon was to be king after him. Then he too would come in after her and confirm her words to King David.  I Kings 1:11–14
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●  King David for he was getting very old and was not well so Abishag was taking care of him when Bathsheba went into his chambers to talk with him. Bathsheba told him that Adonijah was setting himself up as king and had made a feast but called not Solomon. While Bathsheba was talking with him, Nathan the prophet came in so she politely left. He confirmed her words that Adonijah was setting himself up as king. Then Nathan reminded David that Solomon was to be king not Adonijah.  I Kings 1:15–24
●  David called for Bathsheba so Nathan politely left and the king told her that Solomon would be the next king. Bathsheba was so grateful that she bowed before the king with a thankful heart. Then the king asked for Zadok, Nathan and Benaiah to come in and to stand before him.  I Kings 1:34
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●  Then King David told them to put Solomon on his mule and anoint him, then proclaim him as king of Israel. David also told them to take Solomon and give him his throne. Benaiah was so happy that he said Amen! Then he said, “let the Lord be with Solomon as he was with the king and make his throne even greater.  I Kings 1:33–37
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●  Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet and Benaiah took Solomon and anointed him and blew the trumpet, and eveyone knew that Solomon was to be their new king. Then they shouted, “God save King Solomon!  I Kings 1:39
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●  Adonijah and his guests had just finished their meal when they heard the trumpet sound and Joab wondered what was going on. Then someone came and told them that the king had anointed Solomon and set him up as the new king.  I Kings 1:41
●  Later Adonijah lost his life as God had said would happen. Now four of David’s sons had died because of his wrong choices.  
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●  David had always wanted to build a temple to the Lord but God had told him that Solomon would build the temple, not him. He called Solomon and all the people together and told them that he wanted Solomon, his son to build the temple. He told Solomon to always walk with God and obey Him. 
●  David turned to Solomon and said ( 1 Chronicles 28:9, 10) “And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy father, and serve him with a perfect heart and with a willing mind: for the LORD searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts: if thou seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off for ever. Take heed now; for the LORD hath chosen thee to build an house for the sanctuary: be strong, and do it.”
●  Then David gave Solomon the plans for the temple, the patterns for every part. David appealed again to people, “Who is willing to consecrate his service this day unto the Lord?” There was a ready response from the people in giving their offerings willingly for building of the temple
●   David’s greatest concern for Solomon was that he would always love and obey God. He charged him to keep God’s ways and commandments.  I Kings 1–4
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●  Zadok and the others took Solomon to the same place that David had sacrificed, the same place that Abraham took Isaac to offer him as a sacrifice. There they anointed him as King of Israel.
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●  Solomon thought about the responsibility of being king and governing all the people and he realized that without God’s help he would not be able to do a good job. So he fell on his knees and prayed earnestly that God would be with him and help him.  I Kings 3:7
●  When Solomon went to bed, God appeared to him in a dream and asked what he would like from Him and He would give it to him. Solomon thought of the huge responsibility of being king and asked God for wisdom. God was so pleased that he said, “I will do as you ask and give you a wise and understanding heart. Because you didn’t ask for selfish things like riches and long life for yourself, I am also going to give you great riches and great honor so that there will never be anyone like you. And if you always walk in my ways then I will also give you long life. Then Solomon woke up and new that he had had a very special dream.  I kings 3:5–14; II Chronicles 1:7–12

Slide 18
●  The Ark was still in a tent and Solomon wanted to build the temple of the Lord so he asked God to help him and give him wisdom. God answered his prayer. For the next 7 years Jerusalem was filled with busy workers. Things began to happen. First leveling the chosen site, then building the vast retaining walls, and laying the broad foundations (with great, costly, and hewn stones). Then on Mt. Moriah the shaping of heavy timbers from forests, noiselessly was begun. Then finally sanctuary was complete. No building had ever before been built that was so magnificent.  I Kings 6:1, 7, 9
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●  The temple is done and stands so beautiful in the courtyard. Solomon stops and sacrifices. God accepts the sacrifice and blesses the offering and the House was filled with a cloud of glory from the Lord. There were instruments of music and people singing. It was a glorious day.  II Chronicles 5:1
●  Solomon had wisdom from the Lord in following the directions for the temple. Every piece had fit perfectly together after the pattern that David had given him. 
●  Now let’s take a closer look at the inside of the temple.
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●  Solomon had the ark placed inside the beautiful temple built to the Lord.  I Kings 8:1, 4
●  Solomon prayed a very special prayer to God and dedicated the temple and all the people to God.  I Kings 1:39
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●  How can we be really happy?  Proverbs 3:13 says, “Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding.”
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