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YB04 – A Rebellious Son

Slide 1
● Jesus went to one of His favorite places to pray, the Garden of Gethsemane and he took with him Peter, James and John. Matthew 26:36

Slide 2
● Then Jesus went a little further and fell on His face to pray but the disciples fell asleep. Jesus had to make a decision, would He do it or not; would He die to save us from our sins? Or should he just leave us rebellious people in our sins. Then He prayed and asked God the Father that if there was any way possible to take this cup from Him, but if not, He was willing to do God’s will, not His. Jesus submitted to the will of God. He did not rebel. Jesus knew about a time that happened to King David many years ago…  Matthew 26:37–46

Slide 3
●  David had sinned and it had brought bad consequences.
●  David had several sons from his wives. They had seen the sins of their father nor did David make them obey like he should have so most of them did their own thing. The oldest was Amnon. The most handsome of all of them was Absalom. 

Slide 4
●  Amnon let rebellion grow in his heart and he did something terrible to his brother Absalom’s sister, his own half sister. When Absalom found out, he was very angry with his brother Amnon and had very bad thoughts toward him and planned to get revenge on his brother.  II Samuel 13:22 

Slide 5
●  Then one day Absalom decided to have a big party and he invited his father David but David didn’t want to go. Absalom asked him if Amnon could come and after much persuasion, David said yes, he could go.  II Samuel 13:24–27

Slide 6
●  Because rebellion grew in Absalom’s heart, he had given his servants orders that when Amnon had drunk lots of wine and was feeling intoxicated that they were to kill him. And the servants did as Absalom had commanded them to do. Then all the other brothers fled for their lives.  II Samuel 13:28–29 
●  Absalom did not honor his father and his mother. 
●  Absalom knew that his father, the king would be angry with him for killing his brother Amnon so he fled from Jerusalem and went to another city named Geshur.  II Samuel 13:37
●  Was the cause of all the problems due to a submissive heart or a rebellious heart? A rebellious heart, of course. 

Slide 7
●  God wants us to honor our fathers and mothers (Exodus 20:12), even if they make mistakes sometimes, He will forgive them and we are to honor and obey them. What should we do instead of being angry with our parents or thinking bad thoughts about them? We should submit: “Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.” 2 Corinthians 10:5.

Slide 8
● King David heard that Absalom had killed his brother Amnon and he was very angry. Then after 3 years, he missed Absalom because he had never stopped loving him. Then his general, Joab, who also wanted Absalom to come back, convinces David to let him return but David does not want to see him. Absalom was not allowed into the court for 2 years.  II Samuel 14:1, 21–24, 28

Slides 9
●  Finally Absalom was accepted back in the presence of his father the king and he was being treated nice by his father. He even had chariots and 50 men would run before him. Absalom was so nice looking and his hair so beautiful that the people admired him and went to him for council and advice and thought of him as a hero. He was acting really good on the outside but on the inside he was rebellious, not submissive.  II Samuel 14:25, 15:1

Slide 10
●  Absalom was working secretly and deceitfully behind his father’s back, to win the hearts of the people. He would sit at the gate and when people would come in he would speak kindly and kiss them and if they had problems he was sympathetic. Then he would say something like, “O that I were made judge in the land, that every man which hath any suit or cause might come unto me, and I would do him justice!” And the people would do him obeisance. This is how he stole the hearts of the people. II Samuel 15:2–6

Slide 11
●  One day Absalom came up with a plan to present to his father. His plan was to go to Hebron. Since God had brought him back in favor in the court to be with his father, David, he wanted to go to Hebron and worship God and pay his vows. David was pleased that his son wanted to do right and gave him his blessing. But Absalom’s heart was rebellious and he had other plans.  II Samuel 15:7–9

Slide 12
●  While in Hebron, Absalom worked to get the people to follow him. The people thought that he was just being nice and they were proud of him. Then all of a sudden at a given time, one time while he was there, a trumpet sounded that told the people to gather together at Hebron and crown the new king.  II Samuel 15:10–12

Slide 13
●  It wasn’t long and David was told the true purpose of Absalom’s desire to go to Hebron. He had rebelled against David and was going to set himself up as king of Israel beginning in Hebron.  II Samuel 15:13
●  David tells his men and the people that are still loyal to him that they must leave Jerusalem. He does not want a battle to rage in his beautiful city so he chooses to flee Jerusalem with all of his household as well.  II Samuel 15:14–15

Slide 14
●  So King David left Jerusalem. When he looked back he saw the high priest, Zadok and the priests following him with the ark.  II Samuel 15:24

Slide 15
●  At first he was happy to see the ark but then he remembered that God had said the ark was to stay in Jerusalem so he sent them back to Jerusalem. He told Zadok to have his sons bring him word about the things that were going on in Jerusalem.  II Samuel 15:25–29
●  David also noticed that some of the people who had just been converted had followed him as well. So David told them to go back, not to leave their homes for all of these troubles. But they had submissive hearts to God and they were willing to follow King David wherever he went.  II Samuel 15:19–22

Slide 16
●  David and the people climbed Mt Olivet and there came a man that told him the terrible news that one of his trusted advisors, Ahithophel had rebelled against him and God and had joined Absalom. Ahithophel was the grandfather of Bathsheba. David wept and prayed to ask God to turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness. As David was praying, Hushai came to him. David told him that he must go back to Jerusalem and tell Absalom he wants to be his servant. That way he could try to defeat the counsel of Ahithophel and to send word back to him by Zadok’s son and Abiathar’s son, Ahimaaz and Jonathan.  II Samuel 15:30–36

Slide 17
●  Absalom came into Jerusalem and the people were glad to have a new king, one who was so handsome and such a hero. One of the first people to greet Absalom was David’s trusted counselor, Hushai, who told him he would serve him like he did his father. Absalom was happy about that and accepted him. II Samuel 15:37

Slide 18
●  Absalom came in and took David’s throne. Then Ahithophel came in and gave Absalom counsel to go quickly and go after David and kill him and bring back the people. Absalom liked his counsel and so did the elders. Hushai hears what happens and waits for Absalom to call him then he comes in and tells him that David is a mighty warrior and they needed to take time to gather all his army and get organized before going after David and that Absalom should go with them. Then Absalom and all the elders thought that the counsel of Hushai was very wise and they accepted his counsel.  II Samuel 16:1–14

Slide 19
●  Hushai went quickly and privately Zadok and Abiathar to let them know that Absalom was planning to attack them, so that they could get word to him.  II Samuel 17:15–16

Slide 20
●  Then Zadok and Abiather sent word by a young servant girl to Jonathan and Ahimaaz to get word to David and warn him. But a boy saw them and heard what they had said and went to tell Absalom. So, Jonathan and Ahimaaz took off running.  II Samuel 17:17–18

Slide 21
●  They fled to a man’s house which had a well and the woman hid them inside the well and covered it. When Absalom’s men came the woman had so hidden the top of the well that when she told them they had gone over the brook, they turned around and left. Then Jonathan and Ahimaaz came up out of the well and went to find King David.  II Samuel 17:18–21

Slide 22
●  Ahimaaz and Jonathan came to David and told them that Absalom was coming after them and he needed to go over the Jordon, that very night. So they all got across the river Jordon before daylight. Then Absalom and his men came and saw that they had gotten away from them over the river.  II Samuel 17:21–22

Slide 23
●  David’s men make him stay in hiding while they go out to battle with Absalom and his men. Absalom’s men were not trained and they got all confused during the battle. Many were killed and the rest fled in all different directions. Absalom decided to run for it.  II Samuel 18:3, 7, 8

Slide 24
●  As Absalom is fleeing his head gets caught in a tree and his long hair is so tangled in the branches that he can’t get down. Some of David’s men come by and saw him but they were afraid to hurt him because David told them not to hurt his son, Absalom, even though he was trying to kill him. But someone told Joab and he threw darts into his heart and he died. Then he took him down and threw a pile of rocks on his body.  Joab didn’t ask God what to do and he had not submitted his heart to Him.  II Samuel 18:9, 14–17

Slide 25
●  As David sat between the gates he waited for word from the battle. He saw a young man running. It was Ahimaaz and he came to David and told him the battle was in his favor. Then they saw another young man running, it was Chusi. He told David that the battle was in their favor and when David asked about Absalom, he told him that he had been killed. This made David so sad that he wept and mourned for his son Absalom.  II Samuel 18:24–36

Slide 26
●  Do you have a rebellious heart? Or will you submit to Jesus and love and obey Him? 
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