6

YB01 – Saul’s Last Days

Slide 1
●  There were trees all around near a beautiful lake. As evening came, Mom, Dad and Lisa sat around a campfire and read promises and sang songs to Jesus. Suddenly there was a loud scream that sent chills down everyone’s spine. There was no place to run and hide for safety. There was nothing to protect them so they all knelt down and prayed for God’s protection.
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●  After they prayed they crawled into their sleeping bags and went sound to sleep. As the night got darker and darker they had the peace that Jesus was watching over them and nothing harmed them all night long. God had sent his angels to protect them from the mountain lion. 
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●  Jesus had fasted for 40 days and now He was hungry and tired. Were His eyes playing tricks on Him? He looked carefully at His uninvited visitor—an angel of light. It must be a good angel—or was it? How could Jesus know? Only by holding firm to what the Bible says. The “angel of light” instructs Him to disregard God’s Word and to turn the stones into bread but Jesus told him that man shouldn’t live by bread alone but by God’s word. Matthew 4:4. 
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●  The “angel of light” takes him up to the top of the temple . . . and only quotes part of a Bible verse. If He was the Son of God, the angels of heaven would come quickly and catch Him so that He wouldn’t get hurt. Really the “angel of light” was Satan. You just can’t trust your eyes. Satan has a master trap—but it looks really true, just like Satan really made himself look like “an angel of light.” But Jesus told him that no one should tempt the Lord God.  Matthew 4:7
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●  Then the angel took Jesus to a very high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and offered them to Jesus if He would bow down and worship him. But Jesus told him that we were to worship God only. Matthew 4:10 
● No doubt Jesus knew the story from the Scripture scrolls very well about another time when Satan appeared in a different form and played his master trick! Let’s go to that story: 
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●  The sad news spreads throughout the cities of Israel, “Samuel has died.” The emptiness and loss strikes pain deep into the people’s hearts. The people were so sad they wept.  I Samuel 25:1
●  What had happened to Samuel when he died? Where was he now.  Psalm 146:4
●  Satan was there, ready with his master trick.  
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●  When God had first created this world and our first parents, Adam and Eve, Satan was planning a master trick. Satan pretended to be a beautiful serpent to trick Eve into believing his master lie. He tempted Eve to taste the fruit. She told him that she must not eat of this fruit because God said if she did she would die.  But Satan told her a huge lie, he said that she would not die, so she ate it and took some to Adam and he ate it too.  Genesis 3:1-4, 6
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●  So what really happened to Samuel when he died? What happens to the soul? Does it go to heaven when you die?  What does the Bible say happens?  Ezekiel 18:4
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●  David found out that his dear friend, Samuel had died and he was very sad. He wanted to attend the funeral service for him but he did not trust Saul because he knew that Saul still wanted to kill him, so he could not go. This made David even more sad.   I Samuel 25:1
●  Will David ever see his dear friend Samuel again?  I Corinthians 15:51–54
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●  While Saul was busy with the death of Samuel, David took this time to flee again. He went to the wilderness of Paran. There was a wealthy man there named Nabal and his wife’s name was Abigail. While in the area, David and his men would protect Nabal’s sheep from danger. One day, David sent some men to Nabal to ask him for food. He told them to remind him that they had protected his sheep.  I Samuel 25:1–8
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●  It was during the time of season when they sheered the sheep and then had a great celebration. But when David’s men came to Nabal and asked him if he would please give them some food, Nabal told them no.  I Samuel 25:9–11
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●  So David’s men returned with the bad news. This made David so angry that he wanted to get rid of Nabal and all his family and servants. So he and his men took out after this very stingy man.  I Samuel 25:12–13
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●  One of Nabal’s servants told Nabal’s wife, Abigail what happened and how David had protected her husbands herds and he would not even share any food with him and his men. Abigail didn’t waste any time. She quickly prepared food for David and his servants and then went out to meet David, sending her servants and food on ahead of her. She did not tell her husband where she was going.  I Samuel 25:14–19

Slide 14
●  Abigail reached David before her servants did. When she saw him she slid off of her donkey and knelt down before him, begging him to forgive her and her husband Nabal. She didn’t know that he had refused David food and so she hoped that he would accept the food she brought and not hurt any of her servants, workers or family. David was humbled and told her to get up, not to kneel before him. He was sorry that he was going to kill Nabal and was glad that she had come to make peace with him.  I Samuel 25:20–35
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●  When Abigail got home, she waited until morning to tell her husband where she had been because he was having a party and drinking. When the morning came and he was sober, she told him that she had taken food to David and made peace with him.  It upset him so badly that he had a stroke and died 10 days later.  I Samuel 25:36–38
●  Where did Nabal go when he died?  Ecclesiastes 9:5
●  How many times can a person die?  Hebrews 9:27
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●  When David found out that Nabal had died, he sent a messenger to ask Abigail to be his wife and she accepted.  I Samuel 25:36
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●  Saul went after David again with many soldiers and men. David was near and when Saul and his men lay down to sleep, he and Abishai came down from the hillside where they were hiding and took Saul’s spear and a cruse of water from his side.  I Samuel 26:2–12
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●  The next morning, David called to King Saul and Abner and teased them a little. He showed them the spear and cruse of water that he had taken from Saul and showed him that he was not trying to hurt or kill the king.   I Samuel 26:13–21
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●  Saul was after David again, but while he was hunting David, the Philistines were invading the country. When Saul found out, he was very afraid because the Lord would not answer him, and he hurried home.   I Samuel 28:3–5
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●  When King Saul got home he was told that David had joined the Philistines. David was living in the Philistine’s country but what King Saul didn’t know was that God had worked things out so that David didn’t have to go to war with the Philistines against the Israelites.  I Samuel 28:1
●  Because the Lord would not answer King Saul, he asked his servant to seek out a woman that could talk to the dead that he may have her bring up Samuel and he could ask him what to do.  I Samuel 28:7
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●  Saul disguised himself and went to Endor to see the woman that had a familiar spirit. She was nervous because she knew that when King Saul was following God’s instructions, he had ordered all witches and those who were spirit mediums (witches, wizards, etc.) to be put to death. She wasn’t sure who these men were but Saul assured her that he meant her no harm. Then he asked her to bring up Samuel. When she did, she was afraid and knew that this man was King Saul. Again Saul assured her he would do her no harm.  I Samuel 28:8–19
●  She brought up an image that looked like Samuel, but who or what was it, really?  Job 7:10
●  The image of Samuel said that Saul would be killed and his sons in battle. Saul was very afraid and fell on the dirt floor. He wouldn’t eat and became very weak. He was sorry that things were turning out so bad, but he was not sorry for his sins.  
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●  Is it OK – even sometimes – to read books about wizards and witches and their amazing feats? Who do we invite into our presence? (Satan)
- Leviticus 19:31 “Regard not them that have familiar spirits, neither seek after wizards, to be defiled by them: I am the LORD your God.”
- Deuteronomy 18:12 “For all that do these things are an abomination unto the LORD.”
- Leviticus 20:6 “And the soul that turneth after such as have familiar spirits, and after wizards, to go a whoring after them, I will even set my face against that soul, and will cut him off from among his people.”	
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●  The next day, in battle, Saul was wounded and died. His sons were killed also. Saul had been tricked by Satan, with his master trick. Saul gave himself over to Satan through believing a lie—that the dead could talk to him - Satan accomplished the ruin of Saul.  I Samuel 31:1–6
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●  A messenger hurries to the town where David and his men were staying and  brought before David the terrible reports of Saul’s defeat and death and Jonathan’s death. When David heard the news he was grieved at his heart and wept, especially for his dear beloved friend, Jonathan. His grief was deep and sincere, he did not exult in the death of his enemy.  II Samuel 1:11–12, 23–26
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●  What happens to people who die? Where are all of the people that died who loved Jesus?  I Corinthians 15:51–54
●  Sometimes things seem real but then you find out that they really aren’t real. The Bible says that the dead will not rise again until the Last Trump.  Ecclesiastes 9:5, I Thessalonians 4:16–17
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