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YA15 – Twins That Weren’t Alike

Memory Verse:
Colossians 3:9 – “Lie not one to another.”


Ü  Click 1
No cooing or laughter fills their tent. No patter of tiny footsteps run to greet him. No little hand wraps around her finger.

Ü  Click 2
Isaac enters the tent and puts his arms around Rebekah. “I’ve been thinking about God’s promise,” he breaks the silence. “You know the promise that through our family the true worship of God is to be kept alive in the world. Our family is to show others how to keep His law.”

Ü  Click 3
“Your father, Abraham, told us,” Rebekah adds, “that a great nation would come from his child—and that’s you, Isaac.” (See Genesis 18:18; 24:60.)

Ü  Click 4
“That’s right,” Isaac hangs his head, “but we have been married twenty years and we still do not have a child.”

Ü  Click 5
“But I am going to keep praying,” Isaac leaves the tent for his special place of prayer. “Dear God,” he pleads, “please give Rebekah and me a son.”  

Ü  Click 6
God hears Isaac’s prayer. Excitement spreads throughout the camp as the news carries, “Rebekah is expecting a baby!” Genesis 25:21.

Ü  Click 7
As the weeks pass, Rebekah becomes puzzled. This baby seems to be very active. Why? What is going on? Rebekah goes to God in prayer for answers as she learned to do in childhood.
Ü  Click 8 
The angel answers, “You will have two babies—twins. These boys will not be alike. They will become two great nations. And the older boy will serve the younger.” (See Genesis 25:22, 23.)

Interesting, Rebekah thinks about the angel’s words, the younger boy is to receive the birthright.

Ü  Click 9
The long awaited day finally comes. The twins are born! Esau, the first baby boy to be born, has reddish skin and he is hairy all over. The second baby boy does not want to miss anything, and his little hand hangs onto Esau’s heel as he is being born. Genesis 25:24–26.

Ü  Click 10 
As the boys grow, Isaac and Rebekah teach them all of the important things that Isaac learned from his father, Abraham. They learn about the true worship of God. They gather about the family altar for morning and evening worship. Isaac explains the meaning of the lamb and the sacrifice.

Ü  Click 11
After worship, Isaac has more to tell the boys. “The most important gift a boy can receive,” Isaac looks straight into their eager eyes, “is the birthright.” What is the most important gift that Isaac would give to one of his boys? Everyone say it with me, “The _______ (birthright).”

Ü  Click 12
The boys listen attentively. “The birthright means,” Isaac explains, “that when I get old and die all of my flocks and herds, all of my money—all of my wealth—will be given to the oldest boy.”

Ü  Click 13
“But more than this!” The boys glance at each other then look back to father. “The birthright contains big spiritual blessings. Down through the children of the boy with the birthright a very important baby will be born.”
Jacob and Esau chime in, “That’s baby Jesus!”

“You’re right.” Then Isaac’s voice takes on more seriousness. “The boy with the birthright has a responsibility to live his life in a special way. You cannot do whatever you want and still receive the birthright. You cannot serve self. You are to serve God and obey His commandments. This means you will not say to God, ‘I want to do it, so I am going to do it my way.’ Instead you will say, “God, is this what You want me to do?’” (See Genesis 26:4, 5.)

Ü  Click 14
QUESTION: Is there another kind of “birthright” that God wants to give everyone of us? Let us look in our Bibles in Luke 10:25 and find out what it is. Keep your finger in this text because we are going to read a second verse from the same page in a few minutes.

BIBLE TEXT: Luke 10:25—“And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted Him, saying, Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”

Ü  Click 15
ANSWER: What is the “birthright” that we can inherit? _______ ___ (eternal life) God wants to give each one of us eternal life—and it is not just for the oldest boy in the family. Each of us can have the “birthright” of _______ ___ (eternal life)!

Ü  Click 16
QUESTION: But just as Isaac explained to Jacob and Esau, there is something we must do to receive this “birthright.” What is it? Let us read Luke 10:27 now.

BIBLE TEXT: Luke 10:27—“And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself.”

Ü  Click 17
ANSWER: What important word is used in this verse four different times? It has three letters. God is asking us to give Him ___ (all). Can we keep just a little of what we want to do, a little of self? __ (no)

Ü  Click 18 
Jacob and Esau grow. Differences appear. Changes develop in the characters of the two boys.

Ü  Click 19
Jacob is happy at home. He keeps a faithful watch on the sheep. Tenderly he cuddles the little lambs in his arms. Even when he is tired, he finishes his work. Genesis 25:27.

Ü  Click 20
He keeps a faithful watch on the garden, too, that no produce grows old or is wasted. Filling his arms with vegetables, he carries them back to the tent for his mother, always thinking about how to make her happy and lighten her work.

Ü  Click 21
Whether he is tending the sheep or weeding the garden or helping his mother cook food, Jacob is thinking about one thing—the future. What will happen in my future? Who will receive the ______ (birthright)—Esau or me?

Ü  Click 22
I love God with all my heart. I love His law. I want to always keep His commandments. Oh, how I’d like to have the _____ birthright!

Ü  Click 23
Jacob remembers his father’s plain words, “Esau was born first. The birthright belongs to him.”

Ü  Click 24
Then, too, there was that conversation with his mother. An angel told her that the birthright would be mine.

Ü  Click 25
Jacob’s thoughts are disrupted. “I’m going,” Esau shouts across the field. Off on his wild chase again, Jacob shakes his head.
Ü  Click 26
Over the mountains, clambering up the cliffs, lurking in the bushes, Esau looks for an exciting catch. This freedom is great. I can do as I please. No rules to obey when I’m out here. 

On the way home with his game, he thinks about the birthright. I’m not interested in the spiritual blessings of the birthright. I hate being told what to do. I just want my father’s wealth. Genesis 25:27

APPLICATION: What do you see in how Esau is acting? Is self alive or dead and surrendered to God?

Ü  Click 27
Out of breath and wiping the sweat from his brow, Esau heads straight for Isaac’s tent. “You won’t believe what happened today, father!” Esau stops to take a breath. The story of his wild adventures and successful catch tumbles out. 

Father listens on the edge of his seat. “I’m so proud of you, son. And remember, you will receive the birthright.”

Ü  Click 28
When Esau had gone, Rebekah tried to talk to Isaac. “Haven’t you noticed how different the two boys are? Esau treats spiritual things lightly while Jacob is so devoted to God. Remember what I told you about the words of the angel? God wants Jacob to receive the birthright.”

But the conversation did not change anything. Isaac’s affection for Esau was so strong that he determined to give him the birthright. Genesis 25:28.

Ü  Click 29
Now Esau is out for another adventurous day. He is exhausted from the hard chase. He drags his feet across the last meadow to the tents. He is so hungry he feels faint and ready to die. The gentle evening breeze carries the aroma of the food Jacob is cooking. Genesis 25:29.
Ü  Click 30
As Jacob stirs the pottage, he is thinking about the _____ (birthright). Oh, how he wanted it!

APPICATION: What should we be thinking about? What is our birthright? Let us say it together: “Eternal Life.”

Just then Esau appears in the door of the tent. “Can I have some food?” He plops down on the ground.

Jacob seizes his advantage. “Yes, I will give you pottage to eat if you will give me the _____ (birthright).”

“Behold, I am ready to die,” cries the reckless, self-indulgent hunter, “and what profit shall this birthright do me?” (See Genesis 25:30–32; 1 Corinthians 15:32.)

Ü  Click 31
APPLICATION: Was Esau thinking about important things? Or was he thinking about how he felt and what he wanted? Sometimes we think this way, too. “I want to play with my friends not stay by my parents. If only I could eat that food. I like it even though mother says it is not healthy for me. I want to play that video game even though father said they take away my love for spiritual things.” Does this sound like Esau?

Esau points to the empty bowl. “Sure. You can have the birthright. Here is my oath, my promise. I will not keep one part of it.”

Ü  Click 32
Jacob fills the bowl with pottage for Esau. Genesis 25:34.

APLLICATION: Did Jacob wait to get the birthright in the way God wanted him to? Or did he get it by doing things his way? Sometimes we go about trying to get our birthright—our birthright is _____ ___ (eternal life)—like Jacob.

“I know I’m supposed to be happy. I know I’m supposed to obey mother.” So you grit your teeth and go and dump the trash. Does this sound like a good way to do it? ___ (no) We need to learn the same thing Jacob needed to learn.

QUESTION: What is it? Exodus 14:14 will tell us the answer.

BIBLE TEXT: Exodus 14:14—“The LORD shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace.”

ANSWER: Who does the “fighting”? “The _____ (Lord) shall _____ (fight).” Did Jacob need to “fight” and scheme and try to figure out a way to get the birthright God had promised him? Do we have to try really hard in our own power to be good so we can have eternal life? We cannot do it alone. Jesus says, “Without Me ye can do nothing” (John 15:5).  If we call upon the Lord to fight for us, He will help us be victorious in the battle with self as we choose what is right and do what is right—in His power.

Ü  Click 33
And so the years went by. Esau knew that he had given his birthright to Jacob, but he really did not care. In fact, he felt relieved. Now I can do as I like. I don’t have to keep the rules of the birthright. And he did just that. He went out and married two wives who were worshipers of false gods.

Ü  Click 34
More years pass on. Isaac is now very old and nearly blind. In
spite of Esau’s evil course, Isaac is still determined to give him the
birthright. Rebecca tries to reason with him, but nothing changes.
Jacob tells him of his strong desire for the blessing, but still
nothing changes.

Ü  Click 35
Secretly Isaac plans the birthright ceremony for Esau. Calling
Esau, he says, “My son, go and catch some of my favorite game
out in the wild. Cook it the way I love and bring it to me that I may
bless you with the birthright before I die.”

Rebekah overhears the conversation. This cannot happen. Her
heart begins to race. It is not God’s will. Isaac is in danger of
God’s displeasure. Jacob must have the birthright blessing. Genesis
27:1–5. Quickly she formulates her own strategy. She thinks she must help God out.

Ü  Click 36
As soon as Esau is gone, Rebekah calls Jacob. She tells Jacob
what has just happened between Isaac and Esau. “You must
act immediately. Follow my directions and you will receive the
birthright as God has promised.”

Ü  Click 37
Jacob is troubled over the idea of deceiving his father. Pretend I am Esau? Instead of a blessing it seems that such a sin will bring a curse upon me.

“Oh no, I can’t do that!” he exclaims. “That would be lying.”

But finally Jacob gives into his mother’s persuasion. He goes to the flock and fetches two kids for her to prepare like the wild game that his father loves. Genesis 27:6–14

Ü  Click 38
Rebekah has Jacob dress in Esau’s fine clothes. She covers his
neck and arms with goat’s skins so Jacob feels like he has Esau’s
hairy skin. She hands him the food his father loves. Genesis 27:15–
17.

Ü  Click 39
Jacob enters his father’s tent. “My father,” Jacob begins.

“Who are thou, my son?” Isaac asks.

“I am Esau, thy first born. I have done as you told me. Arise and
eat the food you love that thy soul may bless me.”

“How is it that you have caught the game so quickly,” Isaac
questions.

Jacob did not intend to lie, but the first lie leads to the next.
“Because the Lord thy God brought it to me.” Genesis 27:18–20.
Ü  Click 40
 “Come near unto me that I may feel you,” Isaac beckons. He
strokes Jacob’s hands. “Your hands feel like Esau, but your voice
is that of Jacob. Are you really my son, Esau?” Genesis 27:21–24.

“I am.”

Ü  Click 41
Finally Isaac is convinced that this is Esau. He pronounces the
blessing and gives the birthright to Jacob. Genesis 27:25–29.

Ü  Click 42
Jacob quickly leaves his father’s tent. His heart is heavy as he
thinks about his terrible sin of deception.

APPLICATION: Are you really happy when you are deceptive or tell a lie? What about if you say, “I’m done folding the clothes, mother,” but you actually did a slopping job just to get it done quick. Are you happy?

Ü  Click 43
Jacob had just left when Esau returned from hunting. “Arise and bless me, father.” Esau carries a bowl of steaming food to Isaac. “I have prepared your favorite dish.”

“Who are you?” Isaac asks.

“Esau, thy firstborn.”

Isaac’s voice trembles. “I have already eaten; I have already given the blessing.”

“What?” cries Esau.

Isaac continues, “I – I thought it was you, my son Esau. I was deceived. I blessed Jacob and gave him the birthright. And he shall be blessed.” Deep down inside his heart Isaac knows God has overruled his purpose to give Esau the birthright.

“Bless me, even me also, O my father!” Esau bitterly cried. “Did you not save a blessing for me, too?”
Now Esau could not get the birthright. He had carelessly sold it to Jacob for a bowl of pottage. Now that father had given it to Jacob, Esau wanted it. Now it was too late. . . . Genesis 27:30–38; Hebrews 12:16, 17.

Ü  Click 44—Appeal
Today we have a “birthright” that God wants to give to us. Each
one of us can receive it. We do not need to wait until it is too late.
We do not want to be like Esau and sell our “birthright,” do we?
We need to ask God, “What is the bowl of pottage that I have in
my heart?” You know, I’m not really talking about a pot of food. 

Ü  Click 45
I am talking about something that we really like in our lives: maybe our friends, maybe a favorite food that is not good for us, maybe a favorite game that does not help us be ready for eternal life. These things are like your bowl of pottage. Jesus says to you, 

Ü  Click 46
“Will you give Me your “bowl of pottage” so I can give you eternal life?” Do you want the “birthright” Jesus has for you? I do. Let us kneel as we pray and ask God, in the quiet of our minds, to tell us what bowl of pottage we are clinging to. Then let us give it to Him so we can be ready to receive the gift of eternal life.

Closing Prayer:
Dear Heavenly Father, thank You that You have given us the
Bible and these stories to teach us about the precious gift You
want to give to us, the gift of eternal life. We do not want to cling
to anything that will keeping Your promised blessings from us. Right now we give to you our bowl of pottage. Please be our helper. Please be our strength and our power each day. In Jesus Name, Amen.

Ü  Click 47
End of slide presentation.
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