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YA14 – A Bride for Isaac

Memory Verse:
Psalm 32:8 – “I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go.”

Ü  Click 1 
The leaves twirl in the wind, first one direction and then another. The raspy call of a raven seems to echo Abraham’s troubled thoughts. True, Abraham is not now trouble because he does not have a son. He hears Isaac’s happy whistle as he leads a flock of sheep to the well. He is now a grown man, Abraham shakes his head in disbelief.

Ü  Click 2
Abraham’s troubled thoughts return. I am getting old. My sweet Sarah has already been gone three years.  A tear runs down his cheek. I could die soon. But . . . Isaac—the one God has promised to bless and make a great nation—Isaac does not have a wife.

Ü  Click 3
Abraham knows the land of Canaan well. He knows what kind of people live around him there: idol worshippers. He also knows God’s instructions. God says His people are not to marry unbelievers. Abraham shudders. I’m afraid Isaac will be influenced by these worldly people.

Ü  Click 4
But it cannot happen. God has committed a special work to Isaac—the same He gave to me. What was the special work that Isaac was to carry on that Abraham had begun? He was to be a keeper of God’s law. God’s law is to be part of Isaac’s life and everything he does is to represent the character of God.

Ü  Click 5
Isaac is to continue the morning and evening sacrifice, laying the lamb upon the altar as a reminder that Jesus is going to come and sacrifice his life for sin. 
Ü  Click 6
Abraham’s thoughts race on. Fateful story after story replays in his memory—from the days of Cain to his time. Even my life is filled with bitterness and sorrow because I married Hagar. He drops his head.

And, oh, my son Ishmael! A tear trickles down Abraham’s cheek. Ishmael’s heathen wives have led him away from God and made it impossible for me to influence his family for good.
	 
Ü  Click 7
Then Abraham remembers another woman who had turned back with a selfish heart. Do you remember who that woman was? Lot’s wife, that’s right. And Lot had almost lost his life because he had married a selfish irreligious wife. I don’t want this to happen to Isaac! Genesis 19:26.

APPLICATION: I think your parents are a lot like Abraham. They don’t want anything like these terrible stories to happen to you. They want the best for you, just like Abraham wanted the best for his son Isaac. 

Ü  Click 8
Abraham knows something about Isaac, just like your father and mother know more about you than anyone else. Abraham knows that Isaac is so kind, so gentle, so yielding that if he has a wife who is going the wrong way, he will want to make her happy. He will follow what his wife does instead of God.

Ü  Click 9
QUESTION: Why is Abraham so concerned about the choice of a wife for Isaac? What does He know about God’s will that it is also important for us to understand? Find is in your Bible in the 2 Corinthians 6:14. Remember, when I say, “stop” that means that we will not read the rest of the verse.

BIBLE TEXT: 2 Corinthians 6:14—“Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers.” Stop.
ANSWER: Is Isaac to marry someone who does not believe in God and hold the same faith? What does the Bible say? “Be ye ____” (not). “Not” what? _____ (yoked) or joined or married to an unbeliever.

Ü  Click 10
Isaac loves his home; he loves his father; and he enjoys his work. He watches a little lamb find its mother. One thing I know about father . . . A ram comes charging in for a drink. One thing I can count on is that when God says something, father will do it. Isaac’s thoughts turn to the trip to Mount Moriah. What did God tell Abraham to do there? 

Ü  Click 11
____ (sacrifice Isaac) How long did he wait to go and sacrifice Isaac? ___ He didn’t wait, that’s exactly right. He did it right away.

And Isaac has learned the very same thing. He has learned to make it a habit to obey. Whatever father says, he does it respectfully and lovingly. Whatever God says, He does it too, and without delay.

Ü  Click 12
APPLICATION: What about you? When father or mother speaks to you, do you say, “Just a minute. . . . I can do it in a little while but not right now.” Is this good thing to do? ___ No, it is not because the habits we form now will be the habits we have when we are older and there are bigger things that God is asking us to do.

Ü  Click 13
QUESTION: What kind of habits do we need to be forming now, like Isaac did when he was young? Let us find how the Bible describes it in Psalm 40:8.

BIBLE TEXT: Psalm 40:8—“I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.”

ANSWER: What does Isaac delight to do? What do you delight to do? __  ___  ____ (do Thy will). We need to form the habit of doing ___ ___ (God’s will) not our ___ (will).

Ü  Click 14
In fact, when Isaac heard that his father was thinking about a wife for him, how did he respond? “Oh, I wish I could choose my wife; I’m old enough. Only I can really know who I can love!” Does this sound like God’s will or Isaac’s will? Is this what he said? 

Isaac yielded up a happy submission to his father! I know my father loves me. I know he is wiser than me. I will trust father. I will trust God. I know that God Himself will direct in the choice of my wife.

Ü  Click 15
APPLICATION: When mother or father comes to you and says, “I don’t think you should spend time with those friends,” how do you respond?

“Oh mom, I like being with them; they are not really that bad. Just a few times can’t hurt.” Would you say that to mother if you were like Isaac?

You would say, “Yes, mother, I know you see things that I don’t understand. I’ll do it because I trust that you know what is best.” (See Proverbs 6:20.)

Ü  Click 16
QUESTION: Isaac has chosen God’s will for his future. He will let God direct his father. He leaves and goes to take care of his father’s flocks in a far-away field. What is so important about what Isaac is choosing to do now? Find the answer in Psalm 37:7.

BIBLE TEXT: Psalm 37:7—“Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him.” Stop.

ANSWER: Isaac is choosing ____ ________ (wait patiently). He is not out looking for a wife, trying to figure out which one is the right one for him. He is trusting God and the wise judgment of godly authorities God has placed in his life.

Ü  Click 17
Abraham calls his faithful and trusted servant, Eliezer. “I can see God has blessed you with much experience and sound judgment. I need your help in choosing a wife for Isaac.”

“Promise me,” Abraham looks straight into Eliezer’s eyes, “that you will not take a wife for Isaac from the girls in Canaan, but from the family of Nahor.”

Abraham continues, “I want you to go back to Mesopotamia, to the relatives of my brother Nahor. I heard news from Harran not long ago that some of them still worship God. I want you take a wife for Isaac that will unite with him in keeping the pure worship of the living God.” (See Genesis 24:3, 4; Amos 3:3.)

 “What if she will not come so far from her home?” Eliezer asks.

“You are not to take Isaac there,” Abraham instructs. “You are free from your promise if she will not come to Canaan.” (See Genesis 24:5, 6.)

Ü  Click 18
QUESTION: What does Abraham tell Eliezer God is going to do to help him with his difficult task? Let us read Genesis 24:7 together.

BIBLE TEXT: Genesis 24:7—“The LORD God of heaven, which took me from my father's house, and from the land of my kindred, and which spake unto me, and that sware unto me, saying, Unto thy seed will I give this land; He shall send his angel before thee, and thou shalt take a wife unto my son from thence.”

ANSWER: What kind of help is God sending? His _____ (angel). God also sends an angel to help your parents choose the best kind of friends for you!
Ü  Click 19
Eliezer sets out without delay. He takes ten camels—some for him to use, some loaded with gifts for Isaac’s bride and her friends and some for the bride to travel back on. Obviously Eliezer believes God is going to give him success in finding a wife for Isaac!

He makes the long journey beyond Damascus to the rich plains along a big river. Genesis 24:10.

Ü  Click 20
Tall palms wave in the warm glow of the lowering sun shadowing a well. Beyond are the walls of Harran, the city of Nahor. Eliezer stops his camels not far from the well. Anxiously he thinks about why he has come so far. My choice of a wife will affect not only Isaac but future generations. How can I choose wisely among entire strangers?

Ü  Click 21
Eliezer remembers Abraham’s words. An angel! I need God to send His angel to guide me. Eliezer prays earnestly for God to show him just the right maiden.

Eliezer’s thoughts wander back to the family of his master. Abraham is always so kind and always ready to welcome visitors. Eliezer closes his eyes again, So God, please let it be an act of courtesy that shows me which maiden You have chosen to be Isaac’s wife.

Ü  Click 22
Eliezer looks up. His heart beats faster. Already the maidens are coming to the well to draw water. He watches their manners. That one! She is so courteous. She lets the other girls go first. She smiles and helps them. She is so cheerful, so unselfish.

APPLICATION: Would you like to be the one God would choose for someone special like Isaac? Each of you is chosen for a very special work, just like Isaac needed a very special wife. Today is the time you are getting ready to do that work. What you do today shows whether or not you are ready. 

Ü  Click 23
As she leaves the well, Eliezer runs to meet her. “May I have a drink of water, please?” he asks.

“Certainly,” she smiles. “And I will draw water for your camels as well.”

Ü  Click 24
He watches her hurry back to the well. Pitcher after pitcher of water she pours into the nearby trough as ten thirsty camels drink and drink some more. This girl knows how to work! Eliezer marvels. What cheerful service! 

QUESTION: What does this girl possess that makes her ready to do a greater work for God? Let us find how the Bible describes it in 2 Thessalonians 3:13.

BIBLE TEXT: 2 Thessalonians 3:13—“But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing.”

ANSWER: She is ___ ____ (not weary). She perseveres in doing a hard task. She continues on when she is tired. She does not stop until her job of serving others is done.

Ü  Click 25
When she is finished, Eliezer gives her rich gifts for her kindness. “Whose family do you belong to?” he asks.

“I am Rebekah and my father is Bethuel and my grandfather, Nahor,” she replies.

Ü  Click 26
Now, without a doubt, Eliezer knows that this is the maiden chosen of God. The sign he asked of God has been given. And she belongs to the family from which Abraham asked him to find a wife. Eliezer bows his head and worships the Lord. Genesis 24:26, 27.
Ü  Click 27
Rebekah runs ran to tell her family. “You’ll never guess who just arrived outside of town,” she pants, “a company from Abraham’s house.”

Rebekah’s brother, Laban, hurries to the well. “Please come stay at our home,” he invites Eliezer. “We have plenty of room and food for the camels, too.” Genesis 24:28–31.

Ü  Click 28
Eliezer follows Laban to Bethuel’s home. The camels are put away.  Genesis 24:32.

Ü  Click 29
“Please, come in,” Eliezer and his men are graciously welcomed into their home. “Please be seated and have something to eat.”

“Thank you, but I must first tell you why Abraham has sent me,” Eliezer says. Genesis 24:33, 34.

“Yes, please, tell us,” the family gathers to listen.

Ü  Click 30
“God has greatly blessed my master, Abraham,” he begins. “And when Sarah was old they finally had their own son, Isaac. He will receive all of his father’s wealth.” Genesis 24:36.

Ü  Click 31
“Abraham now is much concerned that Isaac has a wife who will unite with him in the worship of the living God.” Genesis 24:37.

Ü  Click 32
“He committed the task to me to find such a wife and made me promise that I would find a bride for Isaac from his father’s family.” Genesis 24:38–41.

Eliezer then recounts the marvelous leadings of God’s hand in all that took place at the well. Genesis 24:42–49.

Ü  Click 33
“This thing proceedeth from the Lord!” Bethuel and Laban answer. “Rebekah may go and be Isaac’s wife. We see that this is God’s choice.” Genesis 24:50, 51.

Ü  Click 34
Now Rebekah herself is consulted. “Will you go so far away from your home and marry the son of Abraham?”

Rebekah is committed to following God’s choice for her husband. She knows this to be God will and so she answers, “I will go.”

Eliezer, is overwhelmed with gratitude for what God has done. He falls on face to the ground and worships God. Genesis 24:52.

Ü  Click35
Then he gives Rebekah and her family gifts and enjoys the meal with them. Genesis 24:53, 54.

Ü  Click 36
The next morning Eliezer is anxious to be on his way. He can hardly wait to see Abraham’s joy at the success of his mission. Genesis 24:55, 56.

Ü  Click 37
Rebekah agrees to go right away and they set off. Rebekah takes her nurse with her. Genesis 24:57–61.

Ü  Click 38
As they exit the city of Haran and pass the well, Rebekah’s mind is spinning. So much has happened since this time yesterday! And all because God has helped me learn to . . .

QUESTION: What had Rebekah learned to do? Let us read the last five words of Galatians 5:13.

BIBLE TEXT: Galatians 5:13—“. . . By love serve one another.”

ANSWER: All because Rebekah learned to _ _ _ _ _ (serve).
Ü  Click 39
Back home in Beersheba, Isaac continues to wait for God’s best choice for him. He does not go looking for a wife. He does not try getting to know this girl or that girl to see if they are the one for him. Instead he goes out into the fields to mediate and pray to God. Genesis 24:63.

Ü  Click 40
As for Rebekah, long days of travel pass. Evening is coming on again. A group of distant tents come into view. “And who is that?” Rebekah wonders, catching sight of a figure walking toward them across the field.

“It is my master’s son, Isaac,” Eliezer answer.

Ü  Click 41
Rebekah gets down off of the camel and covers herself with a veil.  Genesis 24:64, 65.

Ü  Click 42
Eliezer tells Abraham and Isaac everything that God has done. He recounts each way in which God has made clear that Rebekah is His choice of a wife for Isaac. Genesis 24:66

Ü  Click 43
As Isaac listens, his heart leaps for joy. Nothing is better than God’s perfect choice.

Ü  Click 44
Isaac takes Rebekah to be his wife. The Bible says, “He loved her.” Love is not just a feeling that will die when troubles come to their lives. Isaac and Rebekah have true love for each other—attracted by the qualities of character that God has helped them develop. Their marriage is just the beginning of love. Genesis 24:67.

Ü  Click 45—Appeal
God has the very best plan for your future, too. What you sow today, you will reap tomorrow. So be like Isaac: Let God help you be obedient and respectful. Be like Rebekah: Let God help you be courteous and unselfish. Rebekah was busy drawing water and God wants you to be busy giving the water of life to other people. 

Do you want to have a character like Isaac and Rebekah? Do you want Jesus to help you have a character like Him? Let us ask Him now. 

Closing Prayer:
Dear Heavenly Father, we’re thankful that Isaac and Rebekah were faithful in their homes, that You helped them form characters that were unselfish, that were thoughtful of others and courteous. Father, we want to have characters like that. Help us be like Rebekah and give the water of life to others, just like she was drawing water out of the well. In Jesus Name, Amen.

Ü  Click 46
End of slide presentation.
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