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YA07 – Two Brothers Choose

Memory Verse:
Hebrews 11:4 – “By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous.”
 
Ü  Click 1
Silence falls on the glens and groves of the Garden of Eden. The warbling of the birds ceases. The air feels chill and gloom.

Ü  Click 2
Tears trickle down Adam and Eve’s cheeks. They are informed that they must leave Paradise because they chose to sin.

Ü  Click 3
Bright beams of light from the angels guarding the tree of life flash behind them. Shivers run down their spine as the chill breeze penetrates their leafy coverings. God clothes them with coats of skins. Genesis 3:21, 23, 24. 

Goodly trees cast off their leaves. Delicate flowers droop and fall to the ground. Animals prey upon one another. Adam and Eve mourn more deeply than we now cry when someone we love dies.

Ü Click 4
Sorrow also fills heaven. Sin is horrible. Man is lost. He must die. The world which God created will be filled with people doomed to misery, sickness, and death—and there is no way of escape.

Ü Click 5
Jesus enters the bright light surrounding the Father. The angels wait in suspense. Jesus is in close converse with His Father.

Ü Click 6
At last Jesus comes back to the waiting angels. He tells the angelic host that a way of escape has been made for lost man. “I have been pleading with My Father,” Jesus explains. “I offered take the death sentence upon Myself.”

Ü Click 7
Angels cannot rejoice. Jesus hides nothing from them but opens to them the plan of salvation. “I will leave all My glory in heaven. I will go down to earth and be born a baby in a manger.”

Ü Click 8
 “I will humble Myself as a man and be tempted like as man is tempted. This way I will be able to help man resist Satan’s temptations just like I overcome Satan.” (See Hebrews 2:18.)

Ü Click 9
 “My mission will be to teach people what the Father is like. I will show them that Satan’s lies are false—God’s law can be obeyed.”
 
Ü Click 10
 “I will then be delivered into the hands of wicked men. I will endure almost every suffering that Satan and his angels will inspire men to inflict upon Me.”

Ü Click 11
 “I will die the cruelest death—hung up between heaven and earth on a cross as a guilty sinner. You will hide your faces from the sight of my terrible agony. The weight of the sins of the whole world will be upon Me.”

Ü Click 12
 “I will die and rise again the third day.”

Ü Click 13
“You will escort me back to heaven. I will be victorious over Satan’s power and will intercede with My Father for My children, that they may overcome Satan, too.” (See Hebrews 4:14–16.)

Ü Click 14
The angels fall at Jesus’ feet. “Please Jesus, let us die, not You!” 
Jesus says, “The life of an angel cannot pay the penalty of sin. No, it cannot be, but you angels have a work to do to help Me.” 

Ü Click 15
“I will take man’s fallen nature. You will strengthen me when I am tempted by Satan.” (See Matthew 4:11.)
 
Ü Click 16
 “And when I am struggling under the load of everyone’s sin, you will come and strengthen Me to bear it.” 

Ü Click 17
 “You will call me forth from the tomb.” (See Matthew 28:2.)

Ü Click 18
With holy sadness Jesus comforts and cheers the angels. “Please accept this plan,” Jesus bids them. 

Ü Click 19
 “In the end Satan and sinners will be destroyed.” (See Malachi 4:1.)

Ü Click 20
“And the people who choose to follow My example and to rely on My power to help them overcome Satan—they will be permitted enter the bliss of the Garden of Eden again. (See Revelation 22:14.)

Ü Click 21
Joy, inexpressible joy, fills all heaven. The lost can be saved! The angels pick up their harps and strike a note higher. Great is God’s mercy! How deep His love in yielding up His dearly Beloved Son to die for a race of rebels!

Ü  Click 22
Adam and Eve must be told this joyful news. Angels come to tell Adam and Eve of the wonderful plan for their salvation.
Ü  Click 23
Adam and Eve still tremble at the thought of their choice to sin. The words “Thou shalt surely die” seem to be still ringing in their ears. Genesis 2:17.

Ü  Click 24
The angels tell Adam and Eve about the sadness that filled heaven when it was announced that they had sinned—transgressed the law of God. (See 1 John 3:4.)

Ü  Click 25
They tell Adam and Eve about Jesus’ meeting with the Father.

Ü  Click 26
“Yes, you deserve to die because you chose to listen to Satan and his temptation to sin.” (See Romans 5:12.)

Ü  Click 27
“But Christ has opened a door of hope. You can be saved from Satan’s grasp.” (See Romans 5:19.)
 
Ü  Click 28
QUESTION: A dull smile begins to creep across Adam and Eve’s faces. What does God plan to do to save us? they wonder.

And how does He save you and me? Let us find the answer in Romans 6:23. We will read it all together.

BIBLE TEXT: Romans 6:23—“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”  

ANSWER: God has a ____ (gift). That gift of salvation—eternal life—is through _______ (Jesus). 

The angels explained to Adam and Eve: “Jesus volunteered to take upon Himself the punishment due to you. He will die so you can live.” (See 1 Corinthians 15:3.)
The news grips Adam and Eve with greater sadness. They do not want their loving Jesus to be hurt because of their sin. “Let us die for our sins,” they plead.

Ü  Click 29
But the angels continue: “Jesus’ life of obedience will make it possible for You to keep the Father’s law.”

Ü  Click 30
“His law is of more importance than us holy angels around His throne. Not even one of us angels can pay the debt of sin.”

Ü  Click 31
“Because the law of God could not be set aside even to save lost man, Christ will give His life a sacrifice and bear the wrath of His Father against sin.” 

As the angels returned to heaven, Adam and Eve ponder the overwhelming revelation of God’s deep love for man.

Ü  Click 32
To help Adam and Eve remember their sorrow for sin and exercise faith in Jesus, their coming Redeemer, they are given special directions from God.

Adam takes a perfect lamb. Pain pierces his heart as he lifts his hand to take the life of the innocent lamb. There he witnesses the first death. If only I had been obedient, there would have been no death, he shakes his head. 

Ü  Click 33
He trembles as he thinks that his sin must shed the innocent blood of Jesus, the spotless Lamb of God (Hebrews 9:22). Oh, how much Jesus loves me! He brushes back the tears as he watches the sacrifice consume upon the altar.


Ü  Click 34
When Adam & Eve’s first baby—Cain—is born, they hope that he is the world’s Redeemer. But not yet. Genesis 4:1.

Ü  Click 35
Soon another baby boy—Abel—fills their home with joy again.

Ü  Click 36
Abel enjoys caring for the sheep, while Cain likes working in the fields and tilling the ground. Genesis 4:2.

Ü  Click 37
As Cain wipes the sweat from his brow and tugs on yet another one of those thorny weeds, his cherished feelings of rebellion surface into open complaint. 

Ü  Click 38
And Satan is ready to feed his mind with murmurings against God for the curses because of sin.

Ü  Click 39
Adam and Eve tell the boys how all the trouble started up in heaven with the angel, Lucifer. “He claimed God’s law could not be obeyed,” they explained. “This led to war in heaven between the obedient and the disobedient.” (See Revelation 12:7.)

Ü  Click 40
“Because of Lucifer’s rebellion, he and his sympathizers were cast out of heaven down to this earth.” (See Revelation 12:9.)

Ü  Click 41
They told Cain and Abel how Lucifer, now Satan, had tempted Eve through a serpent, to disobey God. Genesis 3:1–6.

Ü  Click 42
Then Adam showed the boys the importance of worship according to the directions of God: how they must sacrifice a _____ (lamb).
Ü  Click 43
“The lamb represents Jesus, the Lamb of God who will be slain for our sins.” (See John 1:29.)
 
Ü  Click 44
Time passed and now Cain and Abel bring their own sacrifices to God. Abel brings the best lamb from his flock of sheep for an offering as God has commanded. 

Cain brings his offering with murmuring in his heart. I don’t really believe in the promised Sacrifice. I’m not going to be so strict about following the exact plan of obedience in bringing a lamb. He grabs some of nearest fruits from his garden, not even particular that they are the best fruits. This is good enough, he reasons. Genesis 4:3.

Ü  Click 45
The rebellion of Satan’s own heart has rooted itself in Cain’s life. He only partially obeys God.

Ü  Click 46
Abel sees Cain putting produce on his altar. He Abel advises his brother not to come before the Lord without a lamb. But Cain, being the eldest, does not listen.

Ü  Click 47
Abel places his offering upon the altar and kneels to pray in humble reverence and full faith in the Redeemer to come.

QUESTION: How do we follow this noble example of Abel today? Let us read together 1 John 1:9.

BIBLE TEXT: 1 John 1:9—“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

ANSWER: How can we be like Abel? What must we do? Let us make a list: 1) _______ (confess) our sins; 2) believe that He is faithful to _______ (forgive); 3) let Him ______ (cleanse) us and keep us from sin.

Ü  Click 48
Fire flashes from heaven and consumes Abel’s sacrifice. God accepts Abel’s offering. Cain watches his alter, but nothing happens. Genesis 4:4, 5.

Cain is angry with the Lord and with his brother. “Why art thou wroth?” the Lord asks. Genesis 4:6.

Ü  Click 49
God sends an angel to talk with Cain. “Why are you angry?” the angel asks. “If you do well and follow God’s directions, He will accept you and your offering. If you do not humbly submit to God’s arrangements and obey Him, He cannot accept your offering.” (See Genesis 4:7.)

The angel further explains: “God is not saying Abel is His favorite. If you would take the lead in doing right, then Abel would listen to you.”

Ü  Click 50
Still Cain is not sorry. He will not admit that he did anything wrong. Abel meekly points out his brother’s error. “Look at God’s compassion is saving the lives of our parents,” He tries to appease his brother’s wrath. “God loves us or He would not have given His Son to suffer what we deserve.” (See Romans 5:8; 1 Peter 3:18.)

QUESTION: What do we see in Abel’s life that we want to have? We can find the answer in 1 John 3:10, 11. Let us read it together.

BIBLE TEXT: 1 John 3:10, 11—“In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother. For this is the message that ye heard from the beginning, that we should love one another.”
ANSWER: Abel does right or __________ (righteousness) and he has ____ (love) for his brother, Cain.

Ü  Click 51
While Abel justifies the plan of God, Cain becomes enraged. His anger burns against his brother. In his rage, he kills Abel—not for any wrong that Abel did, but “because his own works were ____ (evil), and his brother’s ________ (righteous)” (1 John 3:12). (See also Genesis 4:8; 1 John 3:15.)

Ü  Click  52
Cain, the murderer, is soon called to answer for his crime. “And the LORD said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother?”

 “And he said, I know not: Am I my brother’s keeper?” Genesis 4:9. Is this true? Of course not! Cain has gone so far in sin that he resorts to falsehood to conceal his guilt.

 “What hast thou done?” God knew all about what Cain had done. He longed for Cain to confess his sin. 
  
Ü  Click 53
Cain knew God’s law. He understood his terrible sin in breaking the commandments. But he was rebellious still.

Now the divine voice that had been heard in entreaty pronounces the terrible words: “And now art thou cursed from the earth. . . . When thou tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth yield unto thee her strength; a fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be in the earth.” Genesis 4:11, 12. (See also Proverbs 13:15.) 

Ü  Click 54
With aching hearts, Adam and Eve make their way to the place of the dreadful calamity.

Ü  Click 55
Adam is filled with the bitterest remorse for his own sin in Paradise. Now Abel is dead and Cain, the murderer, is cursed. Adam’s heart is bowed down with grief. But he does not forget the hope: He entreats pardon from God through the promised Sacrifice. Romans 5:17.

Appeal
We, too, have sinned. Death is what we deserve.

Ü  Click 56
But Jesus did come as the Lamb of God. He sacrificed His life on the cross that He might take away our sin (1 John 3:5). He took the death that was ours that we might have the life which was His. Do you want the gift of eternal life? We can have it if we will be like Adam, like Abel: We must be sorry for our sins and confess them to Jesus. He is ready to forgive and cleanse us (1 John 1:9).

Ü  Click 57
Do you want to ask Him for the gift of eternal life right now?(John 17:3)

Closing Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, thank You that You love us so much that You gave Jesus to leave heaven to take our sins. We should have died but He died so we don’t have to eternally die. And now we come to say, “Jesus, we are sorry for our sins; please forgive us and cleanse our hearts. We give our hearts to You. We love You.” In Jesus Name, Amen.

Ü  Click 58
End of slide presentation.
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