8

file_0.jpg


file_1.wmf


YA06 – A Very Sad Day

Memory Verse:
John 3:16 – “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
 
Opening
Evil threatens! Adam and Eve are in danger! Plans to take away their happiness are laid. Satan and his evil angels have formed their plot to make Adam and Eve lose their bliss, just like they lost heaven. This is how I’m going to cause pain to Christ, Satan boasts.

Ü  Click 1
The entire heavenly host is summoned to appear before the Father to discuss what to do to avert this threatened evil. 

Ü  Click 2
Quickly two angels are dispatched down to the garden to talk to Adam and Eve. They must acquaint Adam and Eve with Satan’s plan.

Ü  Click 3
They come to Adam and Eve and tell them what has happened up in heaven. They tell them about Lucifer and his pride and how he had wanted to exalt his throne above God. “He was most exalted angel, next in order to Christ, but he refused obedience to the law of God. This rebellion caused war in heaven.” They explain the whole sad story and then . . .

Ü  Click 4
. . . how the war resulted in Satan and the angels who joined with him in being thrown out of heaven. They alert Adam and Eve to Satan’s plan to destroy their happiness by leading them to disobey God’s words, . . .

Ü  Click 5
. . . His commandments, His law of happiness.

“Satan wants you to break God’s commands. He wants to destroy your bliss,” the angels warn.

“Oh, we won’t be deceived,” Adam and Eve assure them.

Ü  Click 6
The angels continue the warning. “Satan can tempt you in just one place. It is in the middle of the garden at the tree of knowledge of good and evil. You are not to go near it; do not eat the fruit and you will be safe from Satan’s snares.” Genesis 2:9, 17.

Adam and Eve assure the angels that they will not go close to the tree of knowledge.

Ü  Click 7
Eve is warned, “Don’t leave the side of Adam. Together you are stronger.”

QUESTION: Does God have any kind of special warning for you so Satan can’t destroy your happiness? We can find one such warning in Proverbs 4:14, 15. Let us find it in our Bibles and read it together.

BIBLE TEXT: Proverbs 4:14, 15—“Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men. Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away.” 

ANSWER: What is the warning? _____  ___ (enter not); _____ (avoid), ____ ____ (turn from) places, things, and even people who lead us into sin.

Ü  Click 8
The serpents in Eden were beautiful; they were golden and dazzling. Satan thinks, How am I going to deceive Adam and Eve? Oh, if I should stand here as a mighty angel in the garden by the tree certainly they will not listen. I’m going to try another snare. I’m going to use that beautiful serpent. He enters the serpent.

Ü  Click 9
The serpent makes its way to the tree.

Ü  Click 10
The serpent, now in the tree of knowledge, begins to leisurely eat the fruit that has been forbidden for Adam and Eve to eat.

Ü  Click 11
Adam and Eve are enjoying their work in their beautiful garden home. They know just where that tree is. We will not
go close to it, they determine. God has given us everything imaginable to make us happy. We do not need to eat from the forbidden tree. What God has said, we will obey.

Ü  Click 12
Without realizing it, Eve separates from Adam in her work. A feeling of danger sweeps over her. I’m secure, she tries to reassure herself. I’m wise and strong to know and meet evil.

Ü  Click 13
Looking up, she finds herself gazing with mingled curiosity and admiration at the lovely fruit of the forbidden tree. Why did God so decidedly prohibited us from eating it? she reasons with herself.

Ü  Click 14
Startled from her thoughts, she hears a musical voice, speaking soft and pleasant words. The serpent is talking. “Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?” Genesis 3:1.

Her curiosity is aroused. A serpent talking? She knows that the serpent has not been given the ability of speech by God. Instead of fleeing from the place, she keeps listening. It does not occur to her mind that it is Satan talking, not really the serpent.
Eve answers his question, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden. But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.” Genesis 3:2, 3.

The serpent answers, “Ye shall not surely die: for God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.” Genesis 3:4, 5.

“Oh! Look at me!” the serpent eats a piece of fruit, “I’m not dead. Look at me, do serpent’s talk? I’m a talking serpent; I’ve become wiser by eating this fruit.”

Ü  Click 15
“Here, Eve, do you want to be wise? Take this fruit.” And she took it. When she saw that she did not fall over dead, she grew
bolder.

Ü  Click 16
She ate it. She did not experience the immediate results and now . . .
Ü  Click 17
. . . she fills her arms with the fruit. She plucks the fruit herself. I will take this fruit to Adam. It is fruit to make us wise. I can’t understand why God kept back this fruit from us. Why did He withhold, as the serpent said, the wisdom that will make us equal to Himself?

Ü  Click 18
Eve carries the fruit to Adam.

Ü  Click 19
Adam sees Eve coming with the fruit. His countenance drops. Fear grips his heart: My wife has eaten the fruit. She is going to die. Oh, I love her! I do not want her to die. I do not want to be without her. I know I should not. . . . She has sinned. She has been deceived by Satan.
Ü  Click 20
But Adam determines to share her fate. He takes the fruit and eats it.

QUESTION: Adam has forgotten something. And we too often forget like him and fall into sin. What did he forget? Let’s find out so we can remember. We will find it in 1 Corinthians 10:13.

BIBLE TEXT: 1 Corinthians 10:13—“There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.”

ANSWER: Adam forgot that “____ __ _______” (God is faithful). He forgot to trust God to supply all his needs. We need to remember that  “____ __ _______” (God is faithful) to make a way to ______ (escape) and stay out of sin.

After Adam eats the forbidden fruit, he at first imagines himself rising to a new and higher existence. But soon the thoughts of his sin terrify him. The air feels chill. The guilty pair have a sense of sin. They feel a dread of the future. The sweet love and peace and contented bliss is gone.

Ü  Click 21
They realize their garments of light have departed. They are naked. They quickly run to sew themselves fig leaves in the bushes.

Ü  Click 22
Angels in heaven lay down their harps. They cast off their glittering crowns. Sadness swells up in their hearts. Adam and Eve have sinned. They cover their faces and mourn. What can be done? They remember the tree of life that makes people live for ever and ever.


Ü  Click 23
Quickly two angels are sent. They must keep Adam and Eve from eating of the tree of life. If they eat the fruit of the tree of life it will make them live for ever—and sin will never have an end.

Ü  Click 24
The angels quickly surrounded the tree of life. Their flashing beams of light look like flaming swords. Genesis 3:24.

Ü  Click 25
Adam and Eve hear God’s majestic approach to the garden. Once this thrilled them with delight, but now they seek to hide themselves from His inspection. Genesis 3:8.

Ü  Click 26 
“Adam, where are you?” Genesis 3:9.

Ü  Click 27
Adam’s voice quivers in shame: “I heard Thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” Genesis 3:10.

And the Lord said, “Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?” Genesis 3:11. (It was not because the Lord needed information that He asked this question, but to bring conviction to the guilty pair.)

Ü  Click 28
Slowly Adam and Eve venture out of hiding. Adam is not really sorry but tells the Lord, “You gave me Eve and she gave the fruit to me.”

The Lord looks at Eve. “What did you do?” Eve points toward the serpent.

“The serpent You made beguiled me, he tricked me, and I did eat.”
Adam and Eve are casting the blame on God for their sin; they seem to think God is the problem. Satan smiles! That is just what he wants them to think!

Ü  Click 29
And now the Lord looks at the serpent—that beautiful golden serpent Satan has used in deception. “You are cursed! You will no longer fly.” 

Ü  Click 30
“Now you will slither through the dust on your belly. People will not like you.” Genesis 3:14.

Ü  Click 31
Adam and Eve listen and watch. Because of their sin more sad things will happen. Thorns and thistles, briars and bad weeds will grow. Adam will have to work hard; he will get tired; he will get hurt; he will fell like crying—all because of sin. Genesis 3:17–19.

Ü  Click 32
QUESTION: The Lord turns to Satan and gives a prophecy of the future. Let us read it in Genesis 3:15. What hope does this prophecy hold for us?

BIBLE TEXT: Genesis 3:15—“I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.”

Ü  Click 33
ANSWER: God says, I will put hatred between Satan and My children—between those who choose Satan and those who choose Jesus. Satan will continue His war against God. He will try to hurt Jesus in every way possible. But he will only succeed in bruising Jesus’ heel. But eventually Satan’s head will be mortally wounded. There will be an end to Satan, the serpent, the devil, the deceiver, the originator of selfishness and rebellion and sin that has caused so much trouble and sadness in our world today.
God will help me hate sin. Say it with me: “God will help me hate sin.”

Ü  Click 34
Adam and Eve are informed that they will have to lose their Eden home (Genesis 3:23). Tears fill their eyes. They pled with God to let them stay in their garden home. “In the future,” they promise, “we will always obey You.”

God explains, “It does not work that way. Because you have sinned, you have now become weak to resist Satan.” 

Now they realize that the penalty of sin is death. Romans 6:23.

Appeal:
God has power to keep you from falling into Satan’s temptations. If necessary He will send every angel from heaven to help you. Have you asked Him for help? Do you want to ask Him now to help you hate sin? Do you want Him to help you stay away from the places and things that Satan often uses to trick you into doing wrong? God will give you power to obey. Do you want to ask Him now?

Prayer:
Dear Heavenly Father, We have listened to Satan’s lies, like Adam and Eve, and found only sadness in the way of sin. We want to obey You and do what You say. Thank You that You promise to help us hate sin. Please help me come to You right away in prayer when I’m temped to speak or act wrong. Thank You for Your powerful angels that will come and stand by me and help me to right. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Ü  Click 35
End of slide presentation.
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