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YA01 – Our Wonderful God

Memory Verse:
Psalm 48:1 – “Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised.”
 
Ü  Click 1
He has followed Jesus’ conversation carefully. I don’t understand how Jesus can say this! Philip’s thoughts are disturbed. I know the Father? I’ve seen the Father? I don’t think so! (John 14:7.)

Ü  Click 2
QUESTION: Philip blurts into the conversation. What does he say? Find the answer in John 14:8. Let us read it all together what Philip says.

BIBLE TEXT: John 14:8—“Philip saith unto Him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us.”

ANSWER: “Show us the Father!”

Ü  Click 3
Jesus says, “Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known Me, Philip? he that hath seen Me hath seen the Father” (John 14:9).

A sacred awe falls upon the disciples. They listen with rapt attention as Jesus explains: “The words that I speak unto you I speak not of Myself: but the Father that dwelleth in Me, He doeth the works” (John 14:10). Jesus face is shining with the glory of God.

Heaven seems very near. The disciples feel that this is a message to them from their heavenly Father. And this message is for us, too.

Ü  Click 4
For over 3 years Philip has seen Jesus and walked with Him.

Ü  Click 5
He has talked with Jesus.

Ü  Click 6
He has seen Christ’s miracles. Did he not discern in these the works of the Father?

Ü  Click 7
Philip has sat in the boat and listened to Jesus testify of the Father to thousands of people.

Ü  Click 8
Jesus interrupts Philip’s thoughts and picks up the conversation. “Philip, how sayest thou then, Show us the Father? . . . He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father” (John 14:9). “I am ‘the brightness of His glory,’ ‘the express image of His person.’ I am God ‘manifest in the flesh’” (Hebrews 1:3; 1 Timothy 3:16).

Ü  Click 9
Philip thinks about the things He has seen and heard as he has accompanied Jesus in His ministry. He remembers the dawn of that wonderful day on the mount of blessing. He remembers how Jesus wanted him to sit really close so he didn’t miss a word of the sermon that day. Matthew 5:1, 2.

QUESTION: What did Jesus do in the sermon that He didn’t want Philip to miss? The disciple John wrote it down. Find what he wrote in John 1:18.

BIBLE TEXT: John 1:18—“No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him.”

ANSWER: Jesus declared what the Father is like.

Ü  Click 10
Jesus taught lessons about what God is like as seen in nature. “The heavens declare the glory of God” (Psalm 19:1).

Ü  Click 11
The hand of God is continually guiding the globe in its continuous march around the sun. Ecclesiastes 1:5.

Ü  Click 12
The same hand holds the mountains, and balances them in position.

QUESTION: What is it about God that Jesus wants Philip and the people to understand? Find Psalm 65:6.

BIBLE TEXT: Psalm 65:6—“Which by His strength setteth fast the mountains; being girded with power.”

ANSWER: God has _____ (strength) and He is girded with ____ (power).

Ü  Click 13
Vegetation flourishes because of the agencies employed by the great and mighty God. He sends the dew 

Ü  Click 14
and the rain 

Ü  Click 15
and the sunshine. Psalm 147:8.

Ü  Click 16
It is through the power of God that every tiny seeds breaks through the earth, and springs into life.

Ü  Click 17
Every flower blooms through the working power of God. Psalm 147:5.

Ü  Click 18
Another scene may well have marched through Philip’s memory. It is the day when he went to Bethany with Jesus. He had stood with Jesus before the tomb where lay their dead friend, Lazarus. He had watched Jesus look up to His Father. Relying on the Father’s power, He had heard Jesus cry, “Lazarus, come forth!” He had caught the sound of rustling in the tomb. Then Lazarus stood in the opening to the tomb. Certainly Philip should have seen here a demonstration of God’s _____ (power). John 11:1–45.

Ü  Click 19
Philip has been so many places with Jesus and seen so much. During the day they spent in Cana Jesus had again revealed more of what His Father is like. Perhaps he remembers the noble-looking man pressing his way through the crowded streets. Jesus had read this father’s thoughts, just as God knows our thoughts. The father wanted healing for his sick son, but didn’t really believe Jesus could do it. John 4:46–54.

QUESTION: What did Jesus reveal about what God is like to both the father and the sick boy? Find the answer in Psalm 116:5. Let us read it all together.

BIBLE TEXT: Psalm 116:5—“Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; yea, our God is merciful.”

ANSWER: “God is ______ (merciful).”

Ü  Click 20
Philip remembers how Jesus mercifully led the father to believe. Then he can almost still here the words, so full of mercy, “Thy son liveth!” (John 4:50.)

Ü  Click 21
He had watched the father leave Jesus’ presence rejoicing. What a homecoming he must have had! And all because Jesus showed that God is ____ (merciful).

Ü  Click 22
And then there was the day when Philip, along with the other disciples came to Jesus. One disciple had asked, “Lord, teach us to pray” (Luke 11:1). After teaching them what to say to God the Father in prayer, Jesus had showed them more of what the Father is like in a little story.

Ü  Click 23
A boy is asking for a gift from his father. If the son asks for bread, will the father give him a stone? 

Ü  Click 24
“Or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent?

Ü  Click 25
“Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion?” (Luke 11:11, 12.)

I can almost see Philip shaking his head as he thinks about it. Of course not! The father gives his son good gifts.

Ü  Click 26
Jesus had finished the story by saying, “How much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him?” (Luke 11:13.)

Ü  Click 27
Philip had been with Jesus on another exciting day on the mountainside. The sun now hung low on the horizon. “Send the multitude away,” the disciples begged Jesus. 

“Jesus said unto them, They need not depart; give ye them to eat” (Matthew 14:16).

QUESTION: Why was Jesus concerned about the people having something to eat? Find the answer in Matthew 14:14. Let us read it together.

BIBLE TEXT: Matthew 14:14—“And Jesus went forth, and saw a great multitude, and was moved with compassion toward them, and he healed their sick.”

ANSWER: What moved Jesus? ____ (compassion).

Ü  Click 28
But Philip is not thinking of the wonderful revelation of the Father’s  _____ (compassion) that Jesus wants to give to the people. The impossibility of feeding so many people fills his mind. “Two hundred pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every one of them may take a little” (John 6:7).

Ü  Click 29
Andrew finds a lad with five barley loaves and two small fishes and brings them to Jesus. Jesus takes them and looks up to heaven and blesses them.

Ü  Click 30
The barley loaves and fishes multiply in Jesus’ hands and Philip’s hands are filled again and again with food that he may give to the multitude—that he can participate with Jesus in showing the Father’s ____ (compassion).

Ü  Click 31
Another scene had left a deep impression upon Philip. He felt the Father’s love just thinking about it. Children are running to Jesus. They press close about Him. They give Him flowers. They climb up on His lap. They rest upon His shoulder. They touch His tender hand and look into His loving face. Can you feel the Father’s love as you imagine yourself as one of those children? Mark 10:16; Luke 12:32; 1 John 3:1.

Ü  Click 32
Yes, Philip had seen and heard all this, yet he said, “Show us the Father.” Maybe he was thinking about the things he didn’t understand about God and letting those things fill his mind. Indeed, there are things about God that we cannot understand—mysteries to us as humans. Here are some of these mysteries that we must just believe in faith.

Ü  Click 33
God is Eternal. He has no beginning and no end. God has always existed and will always exist.

Ü  Click 34
Psalm 90:2 says, “Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever Thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, Thou art God.”

Ü  Click 35
God is Omnipresent: This is a big word that means God is in all places at all times.

Ü  Click 36
God is Omniscient: This is another big word that means God possesses universal or complete knowledge. God knows everything, both the past and the future. Psalm 145:3; Romans 11:33.

Ü  Click 37
God knows everything about you. He even knows how many hairs you have on your head. 

Ü  Click 38
God is Omnipotent: This word means that God has unlimited authority or influence. Psalm 111:7, 8.

Ü  Click 39
God is Immutable: God does not change. Malachi 3:6.

Ü  Click 40
Philip had listened to so many lessons taught by Jesus. At the end of one day of teaching, Jesus had told the people: “Neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal Him.” Matthew 11:27. Jesus had come to earth to help people understand the family of heaven. 

Ü  Click 41
Just as there are many families and lots of different family names in our earth today, so there is a family in heaven. In our families, we usually have the same last name and each has their particular job to do.

Ü  Click 42
There are three persons in God’s family with the same name, each with Their special job. Preachers often call this family the Godhead: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.

Ü  Click 43
Have you seen someone baptized at church? What does the pastor say just before they go under the water?

Ü  Click 44
I now baptize you “in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost” (Matthew 28:19). This is the Godhead family.

Ü  Click 45
God the Father—Along with Philip we have just seen some beautiful “pictures” of God the Father in the life of His Son, Jesus. God is powerful, merciful, compassionate, loving, and a father that gives good gifts to His children.

Then there is God the Son.

Ü  Click 46
Philip remembers standing at the Jordan river while John the Baptist preaches. He remembers John pointing to Someone in the crowd and saying, “Behold the Lamb of God” (John 1:29).

Ü  Click 47
Then at the baptism of Jesus, God the Father Himself proclaimed, “This is My beloved Son” (Matthew 3:17).

Ü  Click 48
Philip carries the news to Nathaniel. “We have found Him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph” (John 1:45). “The son of Joseph”? Philip was slow to think of Jesus as “the Son of God.”

Ü  Click 49
John is also sitting at the table. John had heard Jesus explain it like this: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). Jesus is the Word.

Ü  Click 50
When God makes something, it is God the Son who makes it. That is why He is called the Word. John 1:1–3. If Christ made all things, then He existed before all things were made. God the Son has always been with God. He was with God when the angels were created.

Ü  Click 51
Seated around the table with Philip and the other disciples, Jesus explains that He is going back to the Father. John 14:12. “You will do greater works than Me,” He promises. “I am sending you the third person of the Godhead: God the Holy Spirit to help you and comfort you.”

Ü  Click 52
God the Holy Spirit is our Helper and Comforter. He can be everywhere. When Satan tempts us to disobey or be mean, the Holy Spirit is constantly with us to help us come to Jesus for power to say “No!” to Satan.

Ü  Click 53
Philip had seen so much of the Father in the way Jesus lived, but He was still asking, Show us the Father. 

Ü  Click 54
Sometimes we look at the “fathers”—the dads we can see around us—and sometimes we are filled with fear or anger. Then Satan tempts us to think about God the Father in the same way. But we should not do this. We need to look to Jesus to show us the Father—to show us what our heavenly Father is like whom we cannot see.

Ü  Click 55—Appeal
We have a wonderful God. He wants to shine into our hearts “the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” 2 Corinthians 4:6. Do you want to say, “Thank You, Jesus, for showing me what God is like? I see that God loves me. God cares for me, and I want His power to work in my life. I want my life to ‘shew forth the praise of Him who hath called me out of darkness into His marvelous light’” (1 Peter 2:9). If you want to tell God this, kneel with me as we pray.

Ü Click 56
End of slide presentation.

Closing Prayer:
Dear Heavenly Father, Thank You for sending Jesus to show us what You are like. You are so great and wonderful! We want our lives to show forth Your praises, so please work in us with Your mighty power. Thank You for Your love and care. We love You, In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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